
413-585-8904

Renate Mairie
Po Box 1776 , Boulder, CO 80306 

December 11, 2006   11:21 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Renate Mairie
Po Box 1776
Boulder, CO 80306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jan Weaver
5217 Mill Wood Dirve , Corpus Christi, TX 78413 

December 11, 2006   11:21 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jan Weaver
5217 Mill Wood Dirve
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jan Weaver
5217 Mill Wood Dirve , Corpus Christi, TX 78413 

December 11, 2006   11:21 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jan Weaver
5217 Mill Wood Dirve
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jan Weaver
5217 Mill Wood Dirve , Corpus Christi, TX 78413 

December 11, 2006   11:21 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jan Weaver
5217 Mill Wood Dirve
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt Lush
6828 Ledyard Dr. , Dallas, TX 75248 

December 11, 2006   11:21 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt Lush
6828 Ledyard Dr.
Dallas, TX 75248

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matt Lush
6828 Ledyard Dr. , Dallas, TX 75248 

December 11, 2006   11:21 AM

Representative Pete Sessions
U.S. House of Representatives
1514 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matt Lush
6828 Ledyard Dr.
Dallas, TX 75248

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane , Encinitas, CA 92024 

December 11, 2006   11:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane , Encinitas, CA 92024 

December 11, 2006   11:19 AM

Representative Brian Bilbray
U.S. House of Representatives
2350 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bilbray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane , Encinitas, CA 92024 

December 11, 2006   11:19 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane , Encinitas, CA 92024 

December 11, 2006   11:19 AM

Representative Brian Bilbray
U.S. House of Representatives
2350 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bilbray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane , Encinitas, CA 92024 

December 11, 2006   11:19 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Walker
1924 Hummock Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd. , Westland, MI 48185 

December 11, 2006   11:18 AM

Representative Thaddeus McCotter
U.S. House of Representatives
1632 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCotter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd.
Westland, MI 48185

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd. , Westland, MI 48185 

December 11, 2006   11:18 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd.
Westland, MI 48185

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd. , Westland, MI 48185 

December 11, 2006   11:18 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd.
Westland, MI 48185

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd. , Westland, MI 48185 

December 11, 2006   11:18 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patricia Linna
7340 N. Venoy Rd.
Westland, MI 48185

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place , Eagle River, AK 99577 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Senator Lisa Murkowski
U.S. Senate
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murkowski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place
Eagle River, AK 99577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place , Eagle River, AK 99577 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Representative Don Young
U.S. House of Representatives
2111 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Young,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place
Eagle River, AK 99577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place , Eagle River, AK 99577 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Senator Ted Stevens
U.S. Senate
522 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stevens,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place
Eagle River, AK 99577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place , Eagle River, AK 99577 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Senator Lisa Murkowski
U.S. Senate
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murkowski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aaron Johnson
17416 Stonewood Place
Eagle River, AK 99577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St. , Deltona, FL 32725 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Representative John Mica
U.S. House of Representatives
2313 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Mica,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St.
Deltona, FL 32725

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St. , Deltona, FL 32725 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St.
Deltona, FL 32725

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St. , Deltona, FL 32725 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St.
Deltona, FL 32725

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St. , Deltona, FL 32725 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St.
Deltona, FL 32725

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St. , Deltona, FL 32725 

December 11, 2006   11:16 AM

Representative John Mica
U.S. House of Representatives
2313 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Mica,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Seth Williams
766 Tamerlane St.
Deltona, FL 32725

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place , Louisville, KY 40241 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place
Louisville, KY 40241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place , Louisville, KY 40241 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Senator Jim Bunning
U.S. Senate
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bunning,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place
Louisville, KY 40241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place , Louisville, KY 40241 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place
Louisville, KY 40241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place , Louisville, KY 40241 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Senator Mitch McConnell
U.S. Senate
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McConnell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place
Louisville, KY 40241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd , charlotte, NC 28277 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd
charlotte, NC 28277

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd , charlotte, NC 28277 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Representative Sue Myrick
U.S. House of Representatives
230 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Myrick,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd
charlotte, NC 28277

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd , charlotte, NC 28277 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd
charlotte, NC 28277

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place , Louisville, KY 40241 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Representative Anne Northup
U.S. House of Representatives
2459 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Northup,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Russell Cooper
11312 Leesburg Place
Louisville, KY 40241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd , charlotte, NC 28277 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd
charlotte, NC 28277

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd , charlotte, NC 28277 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd
charlotte, NC 28277

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd , charlotte, NC 28277 

December 11, 2006   11:15 AM

Representative Sue Myrick
U.S. House of Representatives
230 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Myrick,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron sobol
14210 plantation park blvd
charlotte, NC 28277

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street , Travis AFB, CA 94535 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street
Travis AFB, CA 94535

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd , Milford, NJ 08848 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd
Milford, NJ 08848

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street , Travis AFB, CA 94535 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Representative Ellen Tauscher
U.S. House of Representatives
1034 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tauscher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street
Travis AFB, CA 94535

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd , Milford, NJ 08848 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd
Milford, NJ 08848

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd , Milford, NJ 08848 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Representative Mike Ferguson
U.S. House of Representatives
214 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ferguson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd
Milford, NJ 08848

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street , Travis AFB, CA 94535 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street
Travis AFB, CA 94535

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street , Travis AFB, CA 94535 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Olson
102 Georgia Street
Travis AFB, CA 94535

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd , Milford, NJ 08848 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd
Milford, NJ 08848

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd , Milford, NJ 08848 

December 11, 2006   11:13 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Morgan
1 Rick Rd
Milford, NJ 08848

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive , Charleston, SC 29407-3044 

December 11, 2006   11:09 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive
Charleston, SC 29407-3044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive , Charleston, SC 29407-3044 

December 11, 2006   11:09 AM

Representative Henry Brown
U.S. House of Representatives
1124 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brown,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive
Charleston, SC 29407-3044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive , Charleston, SC 29407-3044 

December 11, 2006   11:09 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive
Charleston, SC 29407-3044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive , Charleston, SC 29407-3044 

December 11, 2006   11:09 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive
Charleston, SC 29407-3044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive , Charleston, SC 29407-3044 

December 11, 2006   11:09 AM

Representative Henry Brown
U.S. House of Representatives
1124 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brown,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jack Wilson
1847 Sandcroft Drive
Charleston, SC 29407-3044

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9 , Aptos, CA 95003 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Representative Sam Farr
U.S. House of Representatives
1221 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Farr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9
Aptos, CA 95003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street , Denver, CO 80211 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As a member of the public, I ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street , Denver, CO 80211 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As a member of the public, I ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street , Denver, CO 80211 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Representative Diana DeGette
U.S. House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics

Dear Representative DeGette,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As a member of the public, I ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street , Denver, CO 80211 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As a member of the public, I ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2 , Memphis, TN 38104 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Representative Harold Ford
U.S. House of Representatives
325 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ford,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2
Memphis, TN 38104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2 , Memphis, TN 38104 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2
Memphis, TN 38104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9 , Aptos, CA 95003 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9
Aptos, CA 95003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2 , Memphis, TN 38104 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2
Memphis, TN 38104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street , Denver, CO 80211 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Representative Diana DeGette
U.S. House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics

Dear Representative DeGette,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As a member of the public, I ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street , Denver, CO 80211 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: FCC Ethics

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As a member of the public, I ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Contreras
4220 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80211

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9 , Aptos, CA 95003 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Representative Sam Farr
U.S. House of Representatives
1221 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Farr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9
Aptos, CA 95003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9 , Aptos, CA 95003 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9
Aptos, CA 95003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2 , Memphis, TN 38104 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2
Memphis, TN 38104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2 , Memphis, TN 38104 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2
Memphis, TN 38104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2 , Memphis, TN 38104 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Representative Harold Ford
U.S. House of Representatives
325 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ford,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Amit Sen
1191 Vance Ave. #2
Memphis, TN 38104

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9 , Aptos, CA 95003 

December 11, 2006   11:08 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Deering
180 Searidge Ct #9
Aptos, CA 95003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629 , Dallas, TX 75204 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629
Dallas, TX 75204

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629 , Dallas, TX 75204 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Representative Eddie Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1511 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629
Dallas, TX 75204

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629 , Dallas, TX 75204 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629
Dallas, TX 75204

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629 , Dallas, TX 75204 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Representative Eddie Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1511 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629
Dallas, TX 75204

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Veraldi
2221 Llapidge , SD, CA 94110 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Veraldi
2221 Llapidge
SD, CA 94110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Veraldi
2221 Llapidge , SD, CA 94110 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Veraldi
2221 Llapidge
SD, CA 94110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anne Veraldi
2221 Llapidge , SD, CA 94110 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anne Veraldi
2221 Llapidge
SD, CA 94110

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629 , Dallas, TX 75204 

December 11, 2006   11:06 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tracy Ruckel
4211 Lafayette St. #629
Dallas, TX 75204

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr. , New Castle, PA 16101 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr. , New Castle, PA 16101 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Representative Melissa Hart
U.S. House of Representatives
1024 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hart,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr. , New Castle, PA 16101 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Staley
56 Mill St , Cavendish, VT 05142 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Staley
56 Mill St
Cavendish, VT 05142

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave. , Madison, WI 53711 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave.
Madison, WI 53711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave. , Madison, WI 53711 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Representative Tammy Baldwin
U.S. House of Representatives
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baldwin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave.
Madison, WI 53711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave. , Madison, WI 53711 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave.
Madison, WI 53711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Staley
56 Mill St , Cavendish, VT 05142 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Staley
56 Mill St
Cavendish, VT 05142

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Staley
56 Mill St , Cavendish, VT 05142 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Staley
56 Mill St
Cavendish, VT 05142

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr. , New Castle, PA 16101 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr. , New Castle, PA 16101 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Representative Melissa Hart
U.S. House of Representatives
1024 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hart,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Steve Krasinski
312 Crestwood Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Staley
56 Mill St , Cavendish, VT 05142 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Staley
56 Mill St
Cavendish, VT 05142

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Staley
56 Mill St , Cavendish, VT 05142 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Staley
56 Mill St
Cavendish, VT 05142

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Staley
56 Mill St , Cavendish, VT 05142 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Staley
56 Mill St
Cavendish, VT 05142

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave. , Madison, WI 53711 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave.
Madison, WI 53711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave. , Madison, WI 53711 

December 11, 2006   11:05 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Spoolman
2317 West Lawn Ave.
Madison, WI 53711

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9 , Liverpool, NY 13088 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9
Liverpool, NY 13088

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd , Charlotte, NC 28227 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Representative Sue Myrick
U.S. House of Representatives
230 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Myrick,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd
Charlotte, NC 28227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd , Charlotte, NC 28227 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd
Charlotte, NC 28227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr. , Conover, NC 28613 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr.
Conover, NC 28613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr. , Conover, NC 28613 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Representative Patrick McHenry
U. S.House of Representatives
224 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McHenry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr.
Conover, NC 28613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr. , Conover, NC 28613 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr.
Conover, NC 28613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9 , Liverpool, NY 13088 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9
Liverpool, NY 13088

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9 , Liverpool, NY 13088 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9
Liverpool, NY 13088

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd , Charlotte, NC 28227 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd
Charlotte, NC 28227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd , Charlotte, NC 28227 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd
Charlotte, NC 28227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr. , Conover, NC 28613 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr.
Conover, NC 28613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd , Charlotte, NC 28227 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd
Charlotte, NC 28227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr. , Conover, NC 28613 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr.
Conover, NC 28613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd , Charlotte, NC 28227 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Representative Sue Myrick
U.S. House of Representatives
230 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Myrick,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ron Coble
4001 Singletree Rd
Charlotte, NC 28227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr. , Conover, NC 28613 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Representative Patrick McHenry
U. S.House of Representatives
224 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McHenry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Clampitt
1915 Prestige Hgts Dr.
Conover, NC 28613

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9 , Liverpool, NY 13088 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9
Liverpool, NY 13088

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9 , Liverpool, NY 13088 

December 11, 2006   11:02 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Petragnani
105 North Willow Street Apt. 9
Liverpool, NY 13088

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr , san diego, CA 92116 

December 11, 2006   11:01 AM

Representative Susan Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
1224 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr
san diego, CA 92116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr , san diego, CA 92116 

December 11, 2006   11:01 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr
san diego, CA 92116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr , san diego, CA 92116 

December 11, 2006   11:01 AM

Representative Susan Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
1224 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr
san diego, CA 92116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr , san diego, CA 92116 

December 11, 2006   11:01 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr
san diego, CA 92116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr , san diego, CA 92116 

December 11, 2006   11:01 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
brick robbins
3072 suncrest dr
san diego, CA 92116

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St. , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St. , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St. , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Representative Rick Renzi
U.S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Renzi,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St. , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Representative Rick Renzi
U.S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Renzi,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Smith
403 Anderson St. , Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Smith
403 Anderson St.
Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St. , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Smith
403 Anderson St. , Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Smith
403 Anderson St.
Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Smith
403 Anderson St. , Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Representative Ike Skelton
U.S. House of Representatives
2206 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Skelton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Smith
403 Anderson St.
Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Smith
403 Anderson St. , Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Smith
403 Anderson St.
Warrensburg, MO 64093-2422

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St. , Cottonwood, AZ 86326 

December 11, 2006   10:58 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie Gilmore
504 N. Organ Pipe St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St. , Mobile, AL 36604 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St.
Mobile, AL 36604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St. , Mobile, AL 36604 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Representative Jo Bonner
U.S. House of Representatives
315 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bonner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St.
Mobile, AL 36604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd , laurel, MD 20723 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd
laurel, MD 20723

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd , laurel, MD 20723 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd
laurel, MD 20723

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd , laurel, MD 20723 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Representative Elijah Cummings
U.S. House of Representatives
2235 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cummings,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd
laurel, MD 20723

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St. , Mobile, AL 36604 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St.
Mobile, AL 36604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave , East Rutherford, NJ 07073 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave
East Rutherford, NJ 07073

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave , East Rutherford, NJ 07073 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave
East Rutherford, NJ 07073

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St. , Mobile, AL 36604 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Jeff Sessions
U.S. Senate
335 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Frederick Wheeler III
1574 Dauphin St.
Mobile, AL 36604

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd , laurel, MD 20723 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd
laurel, MD 20723

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd , laurel, MD 20723 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd
laurel, MD 20723

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd , laurel, MD 20723 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Representative Elijah Cummings
U.S. House of Representatives
2235 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cummings,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Lewis
9222 howland rd
laurel, MD 20723

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave , East Rutherford, NJ 07073 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave
East Rutherford, NJ 07073

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave , East Rutherford, NJ 07073 

December 11, 2006   10:54 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
R Suarez
201 Railroad Ave
East Rutherford, NJ 07073

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Binion
PO Box 678 , Bearsville, NY 12409-0678 

December 11, 2006   10:53 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Binion
PO Box 678
Bearsville, NY 12409-0678

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Binion
PO Box 678 , Bearsville, NY 12409-0678 

December 11, 2006   10:53 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Binion
PO Box 678
Bearsville, NY 12409-0678

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Janet Binion
PO Box 678 , Bearsville, NY 12409-0678 

December 11, 2006   10:53 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Janet Binion
PO Box 678
Bearsville, NY 12409-0678

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St. , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 11, 2006   10:52 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St.
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St. , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 11, 2006   10:52 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St.
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St. , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 11, 2006   10:52 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St.
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St. , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 11, 2006   10:52 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St.
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St. , West Chester, PA 19380 

December 11, 2006   10:52 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Ferris
404 W. Lafayette St.
West Chester, PA 19380

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St. , Johnstown, PA 15905 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Representative John Murtha
U.S. House of Representatives
2423 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Murtha,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St.
Johnstown, PA 15905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St. , Johnstown, PA 15905 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St.
Johnstown, PA 15905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St. , Johnstown, PA 15905 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St.
Johnstown, PA 15905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St. , Johnstown, PA 15905 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Representative John Murtha
U.S. House of Representatives
2423 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Murtha,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St.
Johnstown, PA 15905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St. , Johnstown, PA 15905 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
gene nawojski
218 1/2 Mifflin St.
Johnstown, PA 15905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane , St. Louis, MO 63128 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane
St. Louis, MO 63128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane , St. Louis, MO 63128 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Representative Todd Akin
U.S. House of Representatives
117 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Akin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane
St. Louis, MO 63128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane , St. Louis, MO 63128 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane
St. Louis, MO 63128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave. , Boise, ID 83706 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Representative Mike Simpson
U.S. House of Representatives
1339 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Simpson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave.
Boise, ID 83706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave. , Boise, ID 83706 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Mike Crapo
U.S. Senate
239 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Crapo,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave.
Boise, ID 83706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street , Houston, TX 77055 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street
Houston, TX 77055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street , Houston, TX 77055 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Representative John Culberson
U.S. House of Representatives
1728 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Culberson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street
Houston, TX 77055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave. , Boise, ID 83706 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Larry Craig
U.S. Senate
520 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Craig,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave.
Boise, ID 83706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street , Houston, TX 77055 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street
Houston, TX 77055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave. , Boise, ID 83706 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Mike Crapo
U.S. Senate
239 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Crapo,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Webster
2256 Stephen Ave.
Boise, ID 83706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane , St. Louis, MO 63128 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane
St. Louis, MO 63128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane , St. Louis, MO 63128 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Representative Todd Akin
U.S. House of Representatives
117 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Akin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Brian Poucher
13373 East Lane
St. Louis, MO 63128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street , Houston, TX 77055 

December 11, 2006   10:50 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sam Joseph
1012 Bade Street
Houston, TX 77055

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave , Seattle, WA 98109 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave
Seattle, WA 98109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave , Seattle, WA 98109 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave
Seattle, WA 98109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave , Seattle, WA 98109 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave
Seattle, WA 98109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street , Bronx, NY 10470 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Representative Eliot Engel
U.S. House of Representatives
2161 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Engel,

The proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, which would be largest merger in the 
history of U.S. telecommunications, makes it imperative that the FCC exercise its responsibility 
to impose conditions and limitations on a multibillion-dollar deal of this size. Conditions and 
limits are critically important to protect the rights and education of the American consumer. To 
me, the central issue is whether or not AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly 
supported by the public.  Net Neutrality prevents Internet service providers from discriminating 
against certain Web sites, or limiting and impairing customers access to content produced by 
AT&T competitors. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  Net Neutrality 
would be a reasonable limiting condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this 
network giant, considering the vast amounts of money and power such a merger would put at 
AT&T's disposal.

Commissioner Robert McDowell, recently working at the FCC, has quite properly recused 
himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a 
major stake in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, and hope that the FCC will honor 
the commitment to forthright public service that his action supports. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street
Bronx, NY 10470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street , Bronx, NY 10470 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, which would be largest merger in the 
history of U.S. telecommunications, makes it imperative that the FCC exercise its responsibility 
to impose conditions and limitations on a multibillion-dollar deal of this size. Conditions and 
limits are critically important to protect the rights and education of the American consumer. To 
me, the central issue is whether or not AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly 
supported by the public.  Net Neutrality prevents Internet service providers from discriminating 
against certain Web sites, or limiting and impairing customers access to content produced by 
AT&T competitors. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  Net Neutrality 
would be a reasonable limiting condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this 
network giant, considering the vast amounts of money and power such a merger would put at 
AT&T's disposal.

Commissioner Robert McDowell, recently working at the FCC, has quite properly recused 
himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a 
major stake in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, and hope that the FCC will honor 
the commitment to forthright public service that his action supports. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street
Bronx, NY 10470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street , Bronx, NY 10470 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, which would be largest merger in the 
history of U.S. telecommunications, makes it imperative that the FCC exercise its responsibility 
to impose conditions and limitations on a multibillion-dollar deal of this size. Conditions and 
limits are critically important to protect the rights and education of the American consumer. To 
me, the central issue is whether or not AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly 
supported by the public.  Net Neutrality prevents Internet service providers from discriminating 
against certain Web sites, or limiting and impairing customers access to content produced by 
AT&T competitors. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  Net Neutrality 
would be a reasonable limiting condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this 
network giant, considering the vast amounts of money and power such a merger would put at 
AT&T's disposal.

Commissioner Robert McDowell, recently working at the FCC, has quite properly recused 
himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a 
major stake in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, and hope that the FCC will honor 
the commitment to forthright public service that his action supports. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street
Bronx, NY 10470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street , Bronx, NY 10470 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, which would be largest merger in the 
history of U.S. telecommunications, makes it imperative that the FCC exercise its responsibility 
to impose conditions and limitations on a multibillion-dollar deal of this size. Conditions and 
limits are critically important to protect the rights and education of the American consumer. To 
me, the central issue is whether or not AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly 
supported by the public.  Net Neutrality prevents Internet service providers from discriminating 
against certain Web sites, or limiting and impairing customers access to content produced by 
AT&T competitors. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  Net Neutrality 
would be a reasonable limiting condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this 
network giant, considering the vast amounts of money and power such a merger would put at 
AT&T's disposal.

Commissioner Robert McDowell, recently working at the FCC, has quite properly recused 
himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a 
major stake in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, and hope that the FCC will honor 
the commitment to forthright public service that his action supports. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street
Bronx, NY 10470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street , Bronx, NY 10470 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Representative Eliot Engel
U.S. House of Representatives
2161 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Engel,

The proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, which would be largest merger in the 
history of U.S. telecommunications, makes it imperative that the FCC exercise its responsibility 
to impose conditions and limitations on a multibillion-dollar deal of this size. Conditions and 
limits are critically important to protect the rights and education of the American consumer. To 
me, the central issue is whether or not AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly 
supported by the public.  Net Neutrality prevents Internet service providers from discriminating 
against certain Web sites, or limiting and impairing customers access to content produced by 
AT&T competitors. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing.  Net Neutrality 
would be a reasonable limiting condition that puts a clear check on the market power of this 
network giant, considering the vast amounts of money and power such a merger would put at 
AT&T's disposal.

Commissioner Robert McDowell, recently working at the FCC, has quite properly recused 
himself from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a 
major stake in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, and hope that the FCC will honor 
the commitment to forthright public service that his action supports. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 



ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
bonnie-ann black
51 East 236th Street
Bronx, NY 10470

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave , Seattle, WA 98109 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave
Seattle, WA 98109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave , Seattle, WA 98109 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave
Seattle, WA 98109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr. , Mount Shasta, CA 96067 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr.
Mount Shasta, CA 96067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr. , Mount Shasta, CA 96067 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr.
Mount Shasta, CA 96067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr. , Mount Shasta, CA 96067 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Representative Wally Herger
U.S. House of Representatives
2268 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Herger,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr.
Mount Shasta, CA 96067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr. , Mount Shasta, CA 96067 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sonia Dinger
1525 Highland Dr.
Mount Shasta, CA 96067

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave , Seattle, WA 98109 

December 11, 2006   10:49 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christine Wallace
925 Eastlake Ave
Seattle, WA 98109

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road , Salem, CT 06420 

December 11, 2006   10:48 AM

Representative Rob Simmons
U.S. House of Representatives
215 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Simmons,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road
Salem, CT 06420

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road , Salem, CT 06420 

December 11, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road
Salem, CT 06420

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road , Salem, CT 06420 

December 11, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road
Salem, CT 06420

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road , Salem, CT 06420 

December 11, 2006   10:48 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfonso Giansanti
127 Forsyth Road
Salem, CT 06420

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street apt 2, coral springs, FL 33065 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Representative Robert Wexler
U.S. House of Representatives
213 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wexler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street
apt 2
coral springs, FL 33065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd , Marana, AZ 85653 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd
Marana, AZ 85653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd , Marana, AZ 85653 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Representative Raul Grijalva
U.S. House of Representatives
1440 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Grijalva,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd
Marana, AZ 85653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue , Lapeer, MI 48446 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue
Lapeer, MI 48446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue , Lapeer, MI 48446 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue
Lapeer, MI 48446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue , Lapeer, MI 48446 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Representative Candice Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
228 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue
Lapeer, MI 48446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street apt 2, coral springs, FL 33065 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street
apt 2
coral springs, FL 33065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street apt 2, coral springs, FL 33065 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street
apt 2
coral springs, FL 33065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd , Marana, AZ 85653 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd
Marana, AZ 85653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street apt 2, coral springs, FL 33065 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lee Glick
8107 nw 27th street
apt 2
coral springs, FL 33065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue , Lapeer, MI 48446 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue
Lapeer, MI 48446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue , Lapeer, MI 48446 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Representative Candice Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
228 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jean Saltzman
1659 Laclaff Avenue
Lapeer, MI 48446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd , Marana, AZ 85653 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd
Marana, AZ 85653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd , Marana, AZ 85653 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd
Marana, AZ 85653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd , Marana, AZ 85653 

December 11, 2006   10:47 AM

Representative Raul Grijalva
U.S. House of Representatives
1440 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Grijalva,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig A. Hultman
17375 W Manville Rd
Marana, AZ 85653

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd , Jamesburg, NJ 08831 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd , Jamesburg, NJ 08831 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Representative Rush Holt
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd , Jamesburg, NJ 08831 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd , Jamesburg, NJ 08831 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Myers
15 Athol St. , Danielson, CT 02863 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Myers
15 Athol St.
Danielson, CT 02863

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd , Madison, WI 53704 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

The FCC has already exhibited massive failures in media regulation, allowing ownership of 
more and more outlets by single proprieters, limiting the news we can receive.  Don't let them 
further shirk their responsibility.

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd
Madison, WI 53704

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd , Madison, WI 53704 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Representative Tammy Baldwin
U.S. House of Representatives
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baldwin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

The FCC has already exhibited massive failures in media regulation, allowing ownership of 
more and more outlets by single proprieters, limiting the news we can receive.  Don't let them 
further shirk their responsibility.

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd
Madison, WI 53704

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Myers
15 Athol St. , Danielson, CT 02863 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Representative Rob Simmons
U.S. House of Representatives
215 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Simmons,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Myers
15 Athol St.
Danielson, CT 02863

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd , Madison, WI 53704 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

The FCC has already exhibited massive failures in media regulation, allowing ownership of 
more and more outlets by single proprieters, limiting the news we can receive.  Don't let them 
further shirk their responsibility.

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd
Madison, WI 53704

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Myers
15 Athol St. , Danielson, CT 02863 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Myers
15 Athol St.
Danielson, CT 02863

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd , Jamesburg, NJ 08831 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd , Jamesburg, NJ 08831 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Representative Rush Holt
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Holsten-Coleman
233 Ridge Rd
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd , Madison, WI 53704 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

The FCC has already exhibited massive failures in media regulation, allowing ownership of 
more and more outlets by single proprieters, limiting the news we can receive.  Don't let them 
further shirk their responsibility.

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd
Madison, WI 53704

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd , Madison, WI 53704 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

The FCC has already exhibited massive failures in media regulation, allowing ownership of 
more and more outlets by single proprieters, limiting the news we can receive.  Don't let them 
further shirk their responsibility.

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 



Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Dixon
73 Golf Course Rd
Madison, WI 53704

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott Myers
15 Athol St. , Danielson, CT 02863 

December 11, 2006   10:46 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott Myers
15 Athol St.
Danielson, CT 02863

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd. , Pittsboro, NC 27312 

December 11, 2006   10:43 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd. , Pittsboro, NC 27312 

December 11, 2006   10:43 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd. , Pittsboro, NC 27312 

December 11, 2006   10:43 AM

Representative David Price
U.S. House of Representatives
2162 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd. , Pittsboro, NC 27312 

December 11, 2006   10:43 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd. , Pittsboro, NC 27312 

December 11, 2006   10:43 AM

Representative David Price
U.S. House of Representatives
2162 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd. , Pittsboro, NC 27312 

December 11, 2006   10:43 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris farley
2340 Bynum Ridge Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176 , Lyndon Center, VT 05850 

December 11, 2006   10:42 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176
Lyndon Center, VT 05850

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176 , Lyndon Center, VT 05850 

December 11, 2006   10:42 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176
Lyndon Center, VT 05850

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176 , Lyndon Center, VT 05850 

December 11, 2006   10:42 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176
Lyndon Center, VT 05850

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176 , Lyndon Center, VT 05850 

December 11, 2006   10:42 AM

Representative Bernie Sanders
U.S. House of Representatives
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sanders,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176
Lyndon Center, VT 05850

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176 , Lyndon Center, VT 05850 

December 11, 2006   10:42 AM

Senator Jim Jeffords
U.S. Senate
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Jeffords,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176
Lyndon Center, VT 05850

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176 , Lyndon Center, VT 05850 

December 11, 2006   10:42 AM

Senator Patrick Leahy
U.S. Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Leahy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michelle Mathias
P.O. Box 176
Lyndon Center, VT 05850

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct. , Henderson, NV 89015 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Jon Porter
U.S. House of Representatives
218 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Porter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct.
Henderson, NV 89015

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive , Columbia, TN 38401 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Lincoln Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
410 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive
Columbia, TN 38401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive , Columbia, TN 38401 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive
Columbia, TN 38401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035 , Yelm, WA 98597 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035
Yelm, WA 98597

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035 , Yelm, WA 98597 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035
Yelm, WA 98597

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035 , Yelm, WA 98597 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035
Yelm, WA 98597

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct. , Henderson, NV 89015 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Harry Reid
U.S. Senate
528 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reid,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct.
Henderson, NV 89015

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct. , Henderson, NV 89015 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator John Ensign
U.S. Senate
356 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Ensign,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct.
Henderson, NV 89015

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive , Columbia, TN 38401 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive
Columbia, TN 38401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct. , Henderson, NV 89015 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Harry Reid
U.S. Senate
528 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reid,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct.
Henderson, NV 89015

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct. , Henderson, NV 89015 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Jon Porter
U.S. House of Representatives
218 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Porter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Pena
832 Golden Plata Ct.
Henderson, NV 89015

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive , Columbia, TN 38401 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive
Columbia, TN 38401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive , Columbia, TN 38401 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive
Columbia, TN 38401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive , Columbia, TN 38401 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Lincoln Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
410 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Betty Rodgers
203 Woods Drive
Columbia, TN 38401

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035 , Yelm, WA 98597 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035
Yelm, WA 98597

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035 , Yelm, WA 98597 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035
Yelm, WA 98597

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035 , Yelm, WA 98597 

December 11, 2006   10:41 AM

Representative Adam Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
227 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Blair
PO Box 3035
Yelm, WA 98597

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4 , Chicago, IL 60622 

December 11, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4
Chicago, IL 60622

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4 , Chicago, IL 60622 

December 11, 2006   10:40 AM

Representative Luis Gutierrez
U.S. House of Representatives
2367 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutierrez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4
Chicago, IL 60622

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4 , Chicago, IL 60622 

December 11, 2006   10:40 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4
Chicago, IL 60622

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4 , Chicago, IL 60622 

December 11, 2006   10:40 AM

Representative Luis Gutierrez
U.S. House of Representatives
2367 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gutierrez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Pellissier
1231 N Artesian #4
Chicago, IL 60622

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave. , Orange, CA 92866 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave.
Orange, CA 92866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave. , Orange, CA 92866 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Representative Ed Royce
U.S. House of Representatives
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Royce,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave.
Orange, CA 92866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Cooper
557 NE 601 , Calhoun, MO 65323 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Representative Ike Skelton
U.S. House of Representatives
2206 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Skelton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Cooper
557 NE 601
Calhoun, MO 65323

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave. , Orange, CA 92866 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave.
Orange, CA 92866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Cooper
557 NE 601 , Calhoun, MO 65323 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Cooper
557 NE 601
Calhoun, MO 65323

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Cooper
557 NE 601 , Calhoun, MO 65323 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Cooper
557 NE 601
Calhoun, MO 65323

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave. , Orange, CA 92866 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Representative Ed Royce
U.S. House of Representatives
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Royce,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave.
Orange, CA 92866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Cooper
557 NE 601 , Calhoun, MO 65323 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Cooper
557 NE 601
Calhoun, MO 65323

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave. , Orange, CA 92866 

December 11, 2006   10:38 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Diane Turnbaugh
1117 E. Sycamore Ave.
Orange, CA 92866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chad Cheek
1441 Apalachee Falls rd , monroe, GA 30656 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chad Cheek
1441 Apalachee Falls rd
monroe, GA 30656

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chad Cheek
1441 Apalachee Falls rd , monroe, GA 30656 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chad Cheek
1441 Apalachee Falls rd
monroe, GA 30656

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr , Lithonia, GA 30038 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr
Lithonia, GA 30038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr , Lithonia, GA 30038 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr
Lithonia, GA 30038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr , Lithonia, GA 30038 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr
Lithonia, GA 30038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr , Lithonia, GA 30038 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr
Lithonia, GA 30038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chad Cheek
1441 Apalachee Falls rd , monroe, GA 30656 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chad Cheek
1441 Apalachee Falls rd
monroe, GA 30656

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr , Lithonia, GA 30038 

December 11, 2006   10:36 AM

Representative Cynthia McKinney
U.S. House of Representatives
320 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McKinney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dumisani Nantambu
5415 Salem Springs Dr
Lithonia, GA 30038

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St. , Arvada, CO 80002 

December 11, 2006   10:35 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St.
Arvada, CO 80002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St. , Arvada, CO 80002 

December 11, 2006   10:35 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St.
Arvada, CO 80002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St. , Arvada, CO 80002 

December 11, 2006   10:35 AM

Representative Bob Beauprez
U.S. House of Representatives
504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Beauprez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St.
Arvada, CO 80002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St. , Arvada, CO 80002 

December 11, 2006   10:35 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St.
Arvada, CO 80002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St. , Arvada, CO 80002 

December 11, 2006   10:35 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St.
Arvada, CO 80002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St. , Arvada, CO 80002 

December 11, 2006   10:35 AM

Representative Bob Beauprez
U.S. House of Representatives
504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Beauprez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marty Honig
5420 Balsam St.
Arvada, CO 80002

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62 , CONCORDIA, KS 66901 

December 11, 2006   10:34 AM

Representative Jerry Moran
U.S. House of Representatives
2443 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Moran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62
CONCORDIA, KS 66901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62 , CONCORDIA, KS 66901 

December 11, 2006   10:34 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62
CONCORDIA, KS 66901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62 , CONCORDIA, KS 66901 

December 11, 2006   10:34 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62
CONCORDIA, KS 66901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62 , CONCORDIA, KS 66901 

December 11, 2006   10:34 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62
CONCORDIA, KS 66901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62 , CONCORDIA, KS 66901 

December 11, 2006   10:34 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
ROGER HAMILTON
PO #62
CONCORDIA, KS 66901

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave , Redding, CA 96003 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave
Redding, CA 96003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave , Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave
Fort Wayne, IN 46808

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave , Redding, CA 96003 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave
Redding, CA 96003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave , Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Representative Mark Souder
U.S. House of Representatives
2231 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Souder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave
Fort Wayne, IN 46808

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave , Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave
Fort Wayne, IN 46808

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave , Redding, CA 96003 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Representative Wally Herger
U.S. House of Representatives
2268 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Herger,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave
Redding, CA 96003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave , Redding, CA 96003 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Eric Lauchstedt
1639 Victor Ave
Redding, CA 96003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave , Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave
Fort Wayne, IN 46808

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave , Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave
Fort Wayne, IN 46808

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave , Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

December 11, 2006   10:33 AM

Representative Mark Souder
U.S. House of Representatives
2231 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Souder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Vanderpool
1635 Melrose Ave
Fort Wayne, IN 46808

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane , Harrison, AR 72601 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane
Harrison, AR 72601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane , Harrison, AR 72601 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane
Harrison, AR 72601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane , Harrison, AR 72601 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane
Harrison, AR 72601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane , Harrison, AR 72601 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Senate
257 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Pryor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane
Harrison, AR 72601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane , Harrison, AR 72601 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Representative John Boozman
U.S. House of Representatives
1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boozman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane
Harrison, AR 72601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW , Seattle, WA 98146 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW
Seattle, WA 98146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane , Harrison, AR 72601 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Blanche Lincoln
U.S. Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lincoln,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bruce Barrington
2638 Cottontail Lane
Harrison, AR 72601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW , Seattle, WA 98146 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW
Seattle, WA 98146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW , Seattle, WA 98146 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW
Seattle, WA 98146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW , Seattle, WA 98146 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW
Seattle, WA 98146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW , Seattle, WA 98146 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW
Seattle, WA 98146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW , Seattle, WA 98146 

December 11, 2006   10:32 AM

Representative Jim McDermott
U.S. House of Representatives
1035 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McDermott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Anderson
11915 Marine View Dr. SW
Seattle, WA 98146

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg , lancaster, PA 17602 

December 11, 2006   10:30 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg
lancaster, PA 17602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg , lancaster, PA 17602 

December 11, 2006   10:30 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg
lancaster, PA 17602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg , lancaster, PA 17602 

December 11, 2006   10:30 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg
lancaster, PA 17602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg , lancaster, PA 17602 

December 11, 2006   10:30 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg
lancaster, PA 17602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg , lancaster, PA 17602 

December 11, 2006   10:30 AM

Representative Joseph Pitts
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pitts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
NARAH TOMBOC
2 stratford vlg
lancaster, PA 17602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point , Colorado SPrings, CO 80922 

December 11, 2006   10:29 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point
Colorado SPrings, CO 80922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point , Colorado SPrings, CO 80922 

December 11, 2006   10:29 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point
Colorado SPrings, CO 80922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point , Colorado SPrings, CO 80922 

December 11, 2006   10:29 AM

Representative Joel Hefley
U.S. House of Representatives
2372 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hefley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point
Colorado SPrings, CO 80922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point , Colorado SPrings, CO 80922 

December 11, 2006   10:29 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point
Colorado SPrings, CO 80922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point , Colorado SPrings, CO 80922 

December 11, 2006   10:29 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jacob Signer
6930 Blue Anchor Point
Colorado SPrings, CO 80922

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

david smith
594 6th Ave #1 , Brooklyn, NY 11215 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Nydia Velazquez
U.S. House of Representatives
2241 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Velazquez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
david smith
594 6th Ave #1
Brooklyn, NY 11215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

david smith
594 6th Ave #1 , Brooklyn, NY 11215 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
david smith
594 6th Ave #1
Brooklyn, NY 11215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

david smith
594 6th Ave #1 , Brooklyn, NY 11215 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
david smith
594 6th Ave #1
Brooklyn, NY 11215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris longstaff
4395 inland lane , orlando, FL 32817 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris longstaff
4395 inland lane
orlando, FL 32817

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris longstaff
4395 inland lane , orlando, FL 32817 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Tom Feeney
U.S. House of Representatives
323 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Feeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris longstaff
4395 inland lane
orlando, FL 32817

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris longstaff
4395 inland lane , orlando, FL 32817 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris longstaff
4395 inland lane
orlando, FL 32817

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris longstaff
4395 inland lane , orlando, FL 32817 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris longstaff
4395 inland lane
orlando, FL 32817

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris longstaff
4395 inland lane , orlando, FL 32817 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Tom Feeney
U.S. House of Representatives
323 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Feeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris longstaff
4395 inland lane
orlando, FL 32817

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

david smith
594 6th Ave #1 , Brooklyn, NY 11215 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
david smith
594 6th Ave #1
Brooklyn, NY 11215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

david smith
594 6th Ave #1 , Brooklyn, NY 11215 

December 11, 2006   10:28 AM

Representative Nydia Velazquez
U.S. House of Representatives
2241 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Velazquez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
david smith
594 6th Ave #1
Brooklyn, NY 11215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Miller
76 westbury Park rd , Watertown, CT 06795 

December 11, 2006   10:27 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Miller
76 westbury Park rd
Watertown, CT 06795

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Miller
76 westbury Park rd , Watertown, CT 06795 

December 11, 2006   10:27 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Miller
76 westbury Park rd
Watertown, CT 06795

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Miller
76 westbury Park rd , Watertown, CT 06795 

December 11, 2006   10:27 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Miller
76 westbury Park rd
Watertown, CT 06795

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

David Miller
76 westbury Park rd , Watertown, CT 06795 

December 11, 2006   10:27 AM

Representative Nancy Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
2409 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
David Miller
76 westbury Park rd
Watertown, CT 06795

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jose agosto
1626 cedar dr , lorain, OH 44052 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Representative Sherrod Brown
U.S. House of Representatives
2332 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brown,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jose agosto
1626 cedar dr
lorain, OH 44052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road , Roslyn Heights, NY 11577 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road
Roslyn Heights, NY 11577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road , Roslyn Heights, NY 11577 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road
Roslyn Heights, NY 11577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir , West Columbia, SC 29170 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir
West Columbia, SC 29170

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir , West Columbia, SC 29170 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Representative Joe Wilson
U.S. House of Representatives
212 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wilson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir
West Columbia, SC 29170

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jose agosto
1626 cedar dr , lorain, OH 44052 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jose agosto
1626 cedar dr
lorain, OH 44052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road , Roslyn Heights, NY 11577 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Representative Gary Ackerman
U.S. House of Representatives
2243 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ackerman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road
Roslyn Heights, NY 11577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jose agosto
1626 cedar dr , lorain, OH 44052 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jose agosto
1626 cedar dr
lorain, OH 44052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir , West Columbia, SC 29170 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir
West Columbia, SC 29170

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jose agosto
1626 cedar dr , lorain, OH 44052 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jose agosto
1626 cedar dr
lorain, OH 44052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jose agosto
1626 cedar dr , lorain, OH 44052 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Representative Sherrod Brown
U.S. House of Representatives
2332 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brown,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jose agosto
1626 cedar dr
lorain, OH 44052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir , West Columbia, SC 29170 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir
West Columbia, SC 29170

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir , West Columbia, SC 29170 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Representative Joe Wilson
U.S. House of Representatives
212 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wilson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Powell
237 Monteclaire Cir
West Columbia, SC 29170

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road , Roslyn Heights, NY 11577 

December 11, 2006   10:26 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Marc Rosen
335 I.U. Willets Road
Roslyn Heights, NY 11577

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

paul hancher
1815 center street , des moines, IA 50314 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Representative Leonard Boswell
U.S. House of Representatives
1427 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boswell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
paul hancher
1815 center street
des moines, IA 50314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

paul hancher
1815 center street , des moines, IA 50314 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Senator Tom Harkin
U.S. Senate
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Harkin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
paul hancher
1815 center street
des moines, IA 50314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

paul hancher
1815 center street , des moines, IA 50314 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
paul hancher
1815 center street
des moines, IA 50314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

paul hancher
1815 center street , des moines, IA 50314 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Representative Leonard Boswell
U.S. House of Representatives
1427 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boswell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
paul hancher
1815 center street
des moines, IA 50314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Bidwa
5 , Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Bidwa
5
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Bidwa
5 , Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Bidwa
5
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Bidwa
5 , Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Bidwa
5
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

paul hancher
1815 center street , des moines, IA 50314 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
paul hancher
1815 center street
des moines, IA 50314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Bidwa
5 , Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Representative Mike Doyle
U.S. House of Representatives
401 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Doyle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Bidwa
5
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dan Bidwa
5 , Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

December 11, 2006   10:25 AM

Representative Mike Doyle
U.S. House of Representatives
401 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Doyle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dan Bidwa
5
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place , Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506 

December 11, 2006   10:22 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place
Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place , Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506 

December 11, 2006   10:22 AM

Representative Nydia Velazquez
U.S. House of Representatives
2241 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Velazquez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place
Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place , Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506 

December 11, 2006   10:22 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place
Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place , Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506 

December 11, 2006   10:22 AM

Representative Nydia Velazquez
U.S. House of Representatives
2241 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Velazquez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place
Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place , Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506 

December 11, 2006   10:22 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anita Brandariz
13 Willow Place
Brooklyn, NY 11201 4506

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way Apt #103, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Representative Bill Thomas
U.S. House of Representatives
2208 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thomas,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way
Apt #103
Bakersfield, CA 93306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way Apt #103, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Representative Bill Thomas
U.S. House of Representatives
2208 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thomas,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way
Apt #103
Bakersfield, CA 93306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street , Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator John Kerry
U.S. Senate
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kerry,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street , Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Representative John Olver
U.S. House of Representatives
1111 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Olver,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd , Kennebunk, ME 04043 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd
Kennebunk, ME 04043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd , Kennebunk, ME 04043 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd
Kennebunk, ME 04043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street , Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way Apt #103, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way
Apt #103
Bakersfield, CA 93306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way Apt #103, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way
Apt #103
Bakersfield, CA 93306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street , Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senate
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street , Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Representative John Olver
U.S. House of Representatives
1111 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Olver,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Kuzeja
93 North Street
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd , Kennebunk, ME 04043 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd
Kennebunk, ME 04043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd , Kennebunk, ME 04043 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Geoffrey Porter
Whitten Rd
Kennebunk, ME 04043

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way Apt #103, Bakersfield, CA 93306 

December 11, 2006   10:21 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Douglas Willis
6100 Tudor Way
Apt #103
Bakersfield, CA 93306

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St , Montclair, NJ 07042 

December 11, 2006   10:17 AM

Representative Bill Pascrell
U.S. House of Representatives
2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pascrell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St
Montclair, NJ 07042

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St , Montclair, NJ 07042 

December 11, 2006   10:17 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St
Montclair, NJ 07042

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St , Montclair, NJ 07042 

December 11, 2006   10:17 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St
Montclair, NJ 07042

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St , Montclair, NJ 07042 

December 11, 2006   10:17 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St
Montclair, NJ 07042

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St , Montclair, NJ 07042 

December 11, 2006   10:17 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St
Montclair, NJ 07042

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St , Montclair, NJ 07042 

December 11, 2006   10:17 AM

Representative Bill Pascrell
U.S. House of Representatives
2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pascrell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jake Zahn
102 Lincoln St
Montclair, NJ 07042

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd , Bloomington, IN 47408 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Representative Mike Sodrel
U.S. House of Representatives
1508 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sodrel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd
Bloomington, IN 47408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street , Brooklyn, NY 11231 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Representative Major Owens
U.S. House of Representatives
2309 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Owens,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street , Brooklyn, NY 11231 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd , Bloomington, IN 47408 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd
Bloomington, IN 47408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street , Brooklyn, NY 11231 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd , Bloomington, IN 47408 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd
Bloomington, IN 47408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd , Bloomington, IN 47408 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd
Bloomington, IN 47408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd , Bloomington, IN 47408 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kaye Hill
704 Park Ridge Rd
Bloomington, IN 47408

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street , Brooklyn, NY 11231 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street , Brooklyn, NY 11231 

December 11, 2006   10:15 AM

Representative Major Owens
U.S. House of Representatives
2309 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Owens,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Theresa Galvin
304 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris ponte
3151westridge dr. , kelseyville, CA 95453 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Representative Mike Thompson
U.S. House of Representatives
231 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thompson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris ponte
3151westridge dr.
kelseyville, CA 95453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris ponte
3151westridge dr. , kelseyville, CA 95453 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Representative Mike Thompson
U.S. House of Representatives
231 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Thompson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris ponte
3151westridge dr.
kelseyville, CA 95453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darlene Davis Knauf
424 Smith Street , Fredericksburg, VA 22405-6106 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darlene Davis Knauf
424 Smith Street
Fredericksburg, VA 22405-6106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darlene Davis Knauf
424 Smith Street , Fredericksburg, VA 22405-6106 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darlene Davis Knauf
424 Smith Street
Fredericksburg, VA 22405-6106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris ponte
3151westridge dr. , kelseyville, CA 95453 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris ponte
3151westridge dr.
kelseyville, CA 95453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris ponte
3151westridge dr. , kelseyville, CA 95453 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris ponte
3151westridge dr.
kelseyville, CA 95453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Darlene Davis Knauf
424 Smith Street , Fredericksburg, VA 22405-6106 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Darlene Davis Knauf
424 Smith Street
Fredericksburg, VA 22405-6106

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

chris ponte
3151westridge dr. , kelseyville, CA 95453 

December 11, 2006   10:14 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
chris ponte
3151westridge dr.
kelseyville, CA 95453

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street , ALBANY, NY 12205 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street
ALBANY, NY 12205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street , ALBANY, NY 12205 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Representative Michael McNulty
U.S. House of Representatives
2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McNulty,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street
ALBANY, NY 12205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street , ALBANY, NY 12205 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street
ALBANY, NY 12205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court , Ferguson, MO 63135 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court
Ferguson, MO 63135

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street , ALBANY, NY 12205 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street
ALBANY, NY 12205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street , ALBANY, NY 12205 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Representative Michael McNulty
U.S. House of Representatives
2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McNulty,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Antoinette Norfleet
62 Newton Street
ALBANY, NY 12205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court , Ferguson, MO 63135 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court
Ferguson, MO 63135

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court , Ferguson, MO 63135 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Representative William Clay
U.S. House of Representatives
131 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Clay,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court
Ferguson, MO 63135

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court , Ferguson, MO 63135 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court
Ferguson, MO 63135

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court , Ferguson, MO 63135 

December 11, 2006   10:12 AM

Representative William Clay
U.S. House of Representatives
131 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Clay,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Cassandra Butler
12 Caldwell Court
Ferguson, MO 63135

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza , Yorba Linda, CA 92887 

December 11, 2006   10:11 AM

Representative Gary Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
1037 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza , Yorba Linda, CA 92887 

December 11, 2006   10:11 AM

Representative Gary Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
1037 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza , Yorba Linda, CA 92887 

December 11, 2006   10:11 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza , Yorba Linda, CA 92887 

December 11, 2006   10:11 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza , Yorba Linda, CA 92887 

December 11, 2006   10:11 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Mayer
20450 Via Zaragoza
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave. , scottsdale, AZ 85257 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave.
scottsdale, AZ 85257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave. , scottsdale, AZ 85257 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave.
scottsdale, AZ 85257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave. , scottsdale, AZ 85257 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Representative J.D. Hayworth
U.S. House of Representatives
2434 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hayworth,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave.
scottsdale, AZ 85257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aleta Payne
32 Noland La , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aleta Payne
32 Noland La
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aleta Payne
32 Noland La , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Representative Jim Saxton
U.S. House of Representatives
2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Saxton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aleta Payne
32 Noland La
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aleta Payne
32 Noland La , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aleta Payne
32 Noland La
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aleta Payne
32 Noland La , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aleta Payne
32 Noland La
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aleta Payne
32 Noland La , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aleta Payne
32 Noland La
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave. , scottsdale, AZ 85257 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave.
scottsdale, AZ 85257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St. , Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St.
Coconut Creek, FL 33066

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St. , Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Representative Robert Wexler
U.S. House of Representatives
213 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wexler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St.
Coconut Creek, FL 33066

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave. , scottsdale, AZ 85257 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave.
scottsdale, AZ 85257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave. , scottsdale, AZ 85257 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Representative J.D. Hayworth
U.S. House of Representatives
2434 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hayworth,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
alastair prescott
7703 e. lewis ave.
scottsdale, AZ 85257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St. , Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St.
Coconut Creek, FL 33066

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St. , Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
James Mulhern
4045 N.W. 22 St.
Coconut Creek, FL 33066

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Aleta Payne
32 Noland La , Willingboro, NJ 08046 

December 11, 2006   10:10 AM

Representative Jim Saxton
U.S. House of Representatives
2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Saxton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Aleta Payne
32 Noland La
Willingboro, NJ 08046

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd. , Canton, NC 28716 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd.
Canton, NC 28716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way , Powder Springs, GA 30127 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way
Powder Springs, GA 30127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd. , Canton, NC 28716 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Representative Charles Taylor
U.S. House of Representatives
339 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Taylor,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd.
Canton, NC 28716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd. , Canton, NC 28716 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd.
Canton, NC 28716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way , Powder Springs, GA 30127 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way
Powder Springs, GA 30127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way , Powder Springs, GA 30127 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Representative Thomas Price
U.S. House of Representatives
506 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way
Powder Springs, GA 30127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way , Powder Springs, GA 30127 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way
Powder Springs, GA 30127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way , Powder Springs, GA 30127 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Representative Thomas Price
U.S. House of Representatives
506 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Price,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Cosgrove
3269 Woodcliff Way
Powder Springs, GA 30127

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd. , Canton, NC 28716 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd.
Canton, NC 28716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd. , Shandaken, NY 12480 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd.
Shandaken, NY 12480

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204 , Madison, WI 53703 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204
Madison, WI 53703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd. , Shandaken, NY 12480 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd.
Shandaken, NY 12480

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd. , Shandaken, NY 12480 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd.
Shandaken, NY 12480

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204 , Madison, WI 53703 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204
Madison, WI 53703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204 , Madison, WI 53703 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Representative Tammy Baldwin
U.S. House of Representatives
1022 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Baldwin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204
Madison, WI 53703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd. , Canton, NC 28716 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sara Martin
1934 Long Branch Rd.
Canton, NC 28716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd. , Shandaken, NY 12480 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd.
Shandaken, NY 12480

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd. , Shandaken, NY 12480 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Beverly Musac
306 Fox Hollow Rd.
Shandaken, NY 12480

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204 , Madison, WI 53703 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204
Madison, WI 53703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204 , Madison, WI 53703 

December 11, 2006   10:08 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Connie North
1150 Williamson St. Apt 204
Madison, WI 53703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

james pritschet
537 granada , oakdale, MN 55128 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
james pritschet
537 granada
oakdale, MN 55128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

james pritschet
537 granada , oakdale, MN 55128 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
james pritschet
537 granada
oakdale, MN 55128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

james pritschet
537 granada , oakdale, MN 55128 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Representative Betty McCollum
U.S. House of Representatives
1029 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCollum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
james pritschet
537 granada
oakdale, MN 55128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

james pritschet
537 granada , oakdale, MN 55128 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
james pritschet
537 granada
oakdale, MN 55128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy , Atkins, VA 24311 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Representative Rick Boucher
U.S. House of Representatives
2187 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boucher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy
Atkins, VA 24311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102 , Palm bay, FL 32905 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102
Palm bay, FL 32905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy , Atkins, VA 24311 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy
Atkins, VA 24311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy , Atkins, VA 24311 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy
Atkins, VA 24311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102 , Palm bay, FL 32905 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102
Palm bay, FL 32905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102 , Palm bay, FL 32905 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Representative Dave Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2347 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102
Palm bay, FL 32905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102 , Palm bay, FL 32905 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102
Palm bay, FL 32905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102 , Palm bay, FL 32905 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Representative Dave Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2347 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason Clark
1490 sheafe ave ne #102
Palm bay, FL 32905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy , Atkins, VA 24311 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy
Atkins, VA 24311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy , Atkins, VA 24311 

December 11, 2006   10:07 AM

Representative Rick Boucher
U.S. House of Representatives
2187 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Boucher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Roby Hess
5200 Lee Hwy
Atkins, VA 24311

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive , New York, NY 10025 

December 11, 2006   10:04 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive , New York, NY 10025 

December 11, 2006   10:04 AM

Representative Charles Rangel
U.S. House of Representatives
2354 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rangel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive , New York, NY 10025 

December 11, 2006   10:04 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive , New York, NY 10025 

December 11, 2006   10:04 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive , New York, NY 10025 

December 11, 2006   10:04 AM

Representative Charles Rangel
U.S. House of Representatives
2354 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rangel,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert L. Cantor
310 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10025

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St. , Suisun City, CA 94585 

December 11, 2006   10:00 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St.
Suisun City, CA 94585

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St. , Suisun City, CA 94585 

December 11, 2006   10:00 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St.
Suisun City, CA 94585

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St. , Suisun City, CA 94585 

December 11, 2006   10:00 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St.
Suisun City, CA 94585

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St. , Suisun City, CA 94585 

December 11, 2006   10:00 AM

Representative Ellen Tauscher
U.S. House of Representatives
1034 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tauscher,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Evans
405 Morgan St.
Suisun City, CA 94585

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive , Shippensburg, PA 17257 

December 11, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive
Shippensburg, PA 17257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive , Shippensburg, PA 17257 

December 11, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive
Shippensburg, PA 17257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive , Shippensburg, PA 17257 

December 11, 2006   9:56 AM

Representative Bill Shuster
U.S. House of Representatives
1108 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Shuster,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive
Shippensburg, PA 17257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive , Shippensburg, PA 17257 

December 11, 2006   9:56 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive
Shippensburg, PA 17257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive , Shippensburg, PA 17257 

December 11, 2006   9:56 AM

Representative Bill Shuster
U.S. House of Representatives
1108 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Shuster,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tim Harry
1136 Ashton Drive
Shippensburg, PA 17257

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr , columbia, MO 65202 

December 11, 2006   9:55 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr
columbia, MO 65202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr , columbia, MO 65202 

December 11, 2006   9:55 AM

Representative Kenny Hulshof
U.S. House of Representatives
412 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hulshof,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr
columbia, MO 65202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr , columbia, MO 65202 

December 11, 2006   9:55 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr
columbia, MO 65202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr , columbia, MO 65202 

December 11, 2006   9:55 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr
columbia, MO 65202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr , columbia, MO 65202 

December 11, 2006   9:55 AM

Representative Kenny Hulshof
U.S. House of Representatives
412 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hulshof,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Caleb Brown
4706 wren wood dr
columbia, MO 65202

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE , Blaine, MN 55449 

December 11, 2006   9:54 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE
Blaine, MN 55449

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE , Blaine, MN 55449 

December 11, 2006   9:54 AM

Senator Mark Dayton
U.S. Senate
123 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dayton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE
Blaine, MN 55449

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE , Blaine, MN 55449 

December 11, 2006   9:54 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE
Blaine, MN 55449

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE , Blaine, MN 55449 

December 11, 2006   9:54 AM

Senator Norm Coleman
U.S. Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Coleman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE
Blaine, MN 55449

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE , Blaine, MN 55449 

December 11, 2006   9:54 AM

Representative Mark Kennedy
U.S. House of Representatives
1415 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
J Hanselman
11548 Dunkirk Ct NE
Blaine, MN 55449

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct. , Portland, OR 97266 

December 11, 2006   9:53 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct.
Portland, OR 97266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct. , Portland, OR 97266 

December 11, 2006   9:53 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct.
Portland, OR 97266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct. , Portland, OR 97266 

December 11, 2006   9:53 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct.
Portland, OR 97266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct. , Portland, OR 97266 

December 11, 2006   9:53 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct.
Portland, OR 97266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct. , Portland, OR 97266 

December 11, 2006   9:53 AM

Representative Earl Blumenauer
U.S. House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Blumenauer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct.
Portland, OR 97266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct. , Portland, OR 97266 

December 11, 2006   9:53 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ralph Appoldt
8412 SE Clatsop Ct.
Portland, OR 97266

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr. , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr.
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road , Driftwood, TX 78619 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Representative Lamar Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2184 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road
Driftwood, TX 78619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road , Driftwood, TX 78619 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road
Driftwood, TX 78619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr. , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr.
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road , Driftwood, TX 78619 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road
Driftwood, TX 78619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr. , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr.
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr. , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr.
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr. , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Stephen Staley
451 Georgetown Dr.
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road , Driftwood, TX 78619 

December 11, 2006   9:52 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martha Bowen
99 York Creek Road
Driftwood, TX 78619

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 11, 2006   9:51 AM

Representative Bill Pascrell
U.S. House of Representatives
2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pascrell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 11, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 11, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 11, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 11, 2006   9:51 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C , Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

December 11, 2006   9:51 AM

Representative Bill Pascrell
U.S. House of Representatives
2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pascrell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dierdre Freamon
935 Broad St. #1C
Bloomfield, NJ 07003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd , Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

December 11, 2006   9:48 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd
Bloomingdale, NJ 07403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd , Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

December 11, 2006   9:48 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd
Bloomingdale, NJ 07403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd , Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

December 11, 2006   9:48 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd
Bloomingdale, NJ 07403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd , Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

December 11, 2006   9:48 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd
Bloomingdale, NJ 07403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd , Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

December 11, 2006   9:48 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd
Bloomingdale, NJ 07403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd , Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

December 11, 2006   9:48 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 



letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Ellis
160 Pine Tree rd
Bloomingdale, NJ 07403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive #275, Bedford, TX 76021 

December 11, 2006   9:47 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive
#275
Bedford, TX 76021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive #275, Bedford, TX 76021 

December 11, 2006   9:47 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive
#275
Bedford, TX 76021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive #275, Bedford, TX 76021 

December 11, 2006   9:47 AM

Representative Kenny Marchant
U.S. House of Representatives
501 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Marchant,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive
#275
Bedford, TX 76021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive #275, Bedford, TX 76021 

December 11, 2006   9:47 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Linda Dill
2347 L. Don Dodson Drive
#275
Bedford, TX 76021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave , Fullerton, CA 92833 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave
Fullerton, CA 92833

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave , Fullerton, CA 92833 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Representative Ed Royce
U.S. House of Representatives
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Royce,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave
Fullerton, CA 92833

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave , Fullerton, CA 92833 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave
Fullerton, CA 92833

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave , Fullerton, CA 92833 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Representative Ed Royce
U.S. House of Representatives
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Royce,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave
Fullerton, CA 92833

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave , Fullerton, CA 92833 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Torres
1436 W. Olive Ave
Fullerton, CA 92833

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steven theberge
41 edward st , franklin, NH 03235 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Senator Judd Gregg
U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Gregg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steven theberge
41 edward st
franklin, NH 03235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steven theberge
41 edward st , franklin, NH 03235 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steven theberge
41 edward st
franklin, NH 03235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steven theberge
41 edward st , franklin, NH 03235 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steven theberge
41 edward st
franklin, NH 03235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steven theberge
41 edward st , franklin, NH 03235 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steven theberge
41 edward st
franklin, NH 03235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

steven theberge
41 edward st , franklin, NH 03235 

December 11, 2006   9:43 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
steven theberge
41 edward st
franklin, NH 03235

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201 , Lowell, OR 97452 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201
Lowell, OR 97452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St , Concord, NH 03301 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Judd Gregg
U.S. Senate
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Gregg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St
Concord, NH 03301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St , Concord, NH 03301 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St
Concord, NH 03301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St , Concord, NH 03301 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St
Concord, NH 03301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201 , Lowell, OR 97452 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201
Lowell, OR 97452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201 , Lowell, OR 97452 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201
Lowell, OR 97452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201 , Lowell, OR 97452 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Representative Peter DeFazio
U.S. House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeFazio,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201
Lowell, OR 97452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201 , Lowell, OR 97452 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201
Lowell, OR 97452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

greg nay
105 shag bark court , antioch, TN 37013 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Representative Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Representatives
1536 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cooper,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
greg nay
105 shag bark court
antioch, TN 37013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

greg nay
105 shag bark court , antioch, TN 37013 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
greg nay
105 shag bark court
antioch, TN 37013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201 , Lowell, OR 97452 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Representative Peter DeFazio
U.S. House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative DeFazio,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Mortier
PO Box 201
Lowell, OR 97452

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

greg nay
105 shag bark court , antioch, TN 37013 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
greg nay
105 shag bark court
antioch, TN 37013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St , Concord, NH 03301 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator John Sununu
U.S. Senate
111 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sununu,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St
Concord, NH 03301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St , Concord, NH 03301 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Representative Charles Bass
U.S. House of Representatives
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bass,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Hason Malhot
10A Jackson St
Concord, NH 03301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

greg nay
105 shag bark court , antioch, TN 37013 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
greg nay
105 shag bark court
antioch, TN 37013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

greg nay
105 shag bark court , antioch, TN 37013 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
greg nay
105 shag bark court
antioch, TN 37013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

greg nay
105 shag bark court , antioch, TN 37013 

December 11, 2006   9:42 AM

Representative Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Representatives
1536 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cooper,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
greg nay
105 shag bark court
antioch, TN 37013

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St PO Box 170, Reeseville, WI 53579 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Representative Tom Petri
U.S. House of Representatives
2462 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Petri,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St
PO Box 170
Reeseville, WI 53579

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St PO Box 170, Reeseville, WI 53579 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Representative Tom Petri
U.S. House of Representatives
2462 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Petri,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St
PO Box 170
Reeseville, WI 53579

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St PO Box 170, Reeseville, WI 53579 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St
PO Box 170
Reeseville, WI 53579

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St PO Box 170, Reeseville, WI 53579 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St
PO Box 170
Reeseville, WI 53579

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St PO Box 170, Reeseville, WI 53579 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Senator Russ Feingold
U.S. Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feingold,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St
PO Box 170
Reeseville, WI 53579

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St PO Box 170, Reeseville, WI 53579 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kohl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Ritter
104 Washington St
PO Box 170
Reeseville, WI 53579

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct. , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct.
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct. , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct.
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct. , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Representative John Sweeney
U.S. House of Representatives
416 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sweeney,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct.
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct. , Clifton Park, NY 12065 

December 11, 2006   9:41 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donlon
5 Jordan Ct.
Clifton Park, NY 12065

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive , Dubuque, IA 52003 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive
Dubuque, IA 52003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive , Dubuque, IA 52003 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Tom Harkin
U.S. Senate
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Harkin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive
Dubuque, IA 52003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr , Cohoes, NY 12047 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Representative Michael McNulty
U.S. House of Representatives
2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McNulty,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr
Cohoes, NY 12047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive , Dubuque, IA 52003 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Representative Jim Nussle
U.S. House of Representatives
303 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Nussle,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive
Dubuque, IA 52003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr , Cohoes, NY 12047 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr
Cohoes, NY 12047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive , Dubuque, IA 52003 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Chuck Grassley
U.S. Senate
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Grassley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Dwight Artus
1624 Kathy Drive
Dubuque, IA 52003

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr , Cohoes, NY 12047 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr
Cohoes, NY 12047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr , Cohoes, NY 12047 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr
Cohoes, NY 12047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr , Cohoes, NY 12047 

December 11, 2006   9:39 AM

Representative Michael McNulty
U.S. House of Representatives
2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McNulty,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard McKeen
12 McDonald Dr
Cohoes, NY 12047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

matt s
hell , tatoonie, CA 94591 

December 11, 2006   9:37 AM

Representative George Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
2205 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
matt s
hell
tatoonie, CA 94591

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

matt s
hell , tatoonie, CA 94591 

December 11, 2006   9:37 AM

Representative George Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
2205 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
matt s
hell
tatoonie, CA 94591

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

matt s
hell , tatoonie, CA 94591 

December 11, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
matt s
hell
tatoonie, CA 94591

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

matt s
hell , tatoonie, CA 94591 

December 11, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
matt s
hell
tatoonie, CA 94591

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

matt s
hell , tatoonie, CA 94591 

December 11, 2006   9:37 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
matt s
hell
tatoonie, CA 94591

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martin Straka
1 The Ways , Hopatcong, NJ 07843 

December 11, 2006   9:36 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

Support Net Neutrality

Keep the "Bells" broken

Do not support the AT&T / BellSouth merger

Keep FCC Commissioner McDowell in the recused position to not vote on this measure.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martin Straka
1 The Ways
Hopatcong, NJ 07843

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martin Straka
1 The Ways , Hopatcong, NJ 07843 

December 11, 2006   9:36 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

Support Net Neutrality

Keep the "Bells" broken

Do not support the AT&T / BellSouth merger

Keep FCC Commissioner McDowell in the recused position to not vote on this measure.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martin Straka
1 The Ways
Hopatcong, NJ 07843

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martin Straka
1 The Ways , Hopatcong, NJ 07843 

December 11, 2006   9:36 AM

Representative Rodney Frelinghuysen
U.S. House of Representatives
2442 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Frelinghuysen,

Support Net Neutrality

Keep the "Bells" broken

Do not support the AT&T / BellSouth merger

Keep FCC Commissioner McDowell in the recused position to not vote on this measure.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martin Straka
1 The Ways
Hopatcong, NJ 07843

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martin Straka
1 The Ways , Hopatcong, NJ 07843 

December 11, 2006   9:36 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

Support Net Neutrality

Keep the "Bells" broken

Do not support the AT&T / BellSouth merger

Keep FCC Commissioner McDowell in the recused position to not vote on this measure.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martin Straka
1 The Ways
Hopatcong, NJ 07843

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Martin Straka
1 The Ways , Hopatcong, NJ 07843 

December 11, 2006   9:36 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

Support Net Neutrality

Keep the "Bells" broken

Do not support the AT&T / BellSouth merger

Keep FCC Commissioner McDowell in the recused position to not vote on this measure.

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 



future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Martin Straka
1 The Ways
Hopatcong, NJ 07843

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr , plano, TX 75023 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr
plano, TX 75023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue , Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue , Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Mike McIntyre
U.S. House of Representatives
2437 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McIntyre,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr , plano, TX 75023 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr
plano, TX 75023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue , Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Vacant Vacant
U.S. House of Representatives
104 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Vacant,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr , plano, TX 75023 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr
plano, TX 75023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue , Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Miriam Selinger
22352 Augusta  Avenue
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road , Hampstead, NC 28443 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chardon Groveman
1194 Mallard Bay Road
Hampstead, NC 28443

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr , plano, TX 75023 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr
plano, TX 75023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr , plano, TX 75023 

December 11, 2006   9:34 AM

Representative Sam Johnson
U.S. House of Representatives
1211 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Johnson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pat shafer
4028 cavalry dr
plano, TX 75023

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush , Carrollton, TX 75007 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Representative Kenny Marchant
U.S. House of Representatives
501 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Marchant,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush
Carrollton, TX 75007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush , Carrollton, TX 75007 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush
Carrollton, TX 75007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush , Carrollton, TX 75007 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush
Carrollton, TX 75007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush , Carrollton, TX 75007 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Quarm
3106 Sugarbush
Carrollton, TX 75007

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd , Syracuse, NY 13215 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd
Syracuse, NY 13215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd , Syracuse, NY 13215 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd
Syracuse, NY 13215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd , Syracuse, NY 13215 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd
Syracuse, NY 13215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd , Syracuse, NY 13215 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd
Syracuse, NY 13215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd , Syracuse, NY 13215 

December 11, 2006   9:33 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Karen Smith
5138 Velasko Rd
Syracuse, NY 13215

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509 , missoula, MT 59802 

December 11, 2006   9:30 AM

Representative Denny Rehberg
U.S. House of Representatives
516 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rehberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509
missoula, MT 59802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509 , missoula, MT 59802 

December 11, 2006   9:30 AM

Senator Conrad Burns
U.S. Senate
187 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burns,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509
missoula, MT 59802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509 , missoula, MT 59802 

December 11, 2006   9:30 AM

Senator Max Baucus
U.S. Senate
511 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Baucus,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509
missoula, MT 59802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509 , missoula, MT 59802 

December 11, 2006   9:30 AM

Senator Conrad Burns
U.S. Senate
187 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burns,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509
missoula, MT 59802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509 , missoula, MT 59802 

December 11, 2006   9:30 AM

Representative Denny Rehberg
U.S. House of Representatives
516 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rehberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dan jensen
1001 e broadway 2-509
missoula, MT 59802

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W , New York, NY 10012 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W
New York, NY 10012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W , New York, NY 10012 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Representative Jerrold Nadler
U.S. House of Representatives
2334 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Nadler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W
New York, NY 10012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W , New York, NY 10012 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W
New York, NY 10012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W , New York, NY 10012 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joan Semmel
109 Spring St #2W
New York, NY 10012

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr. , Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr.
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr. , Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Representative Albert Wynn
U.S. House of Representatives
434 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wynn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr.
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr. , Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr.
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr. , Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr.
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr. , Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr.
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr. , Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

December 11, 2006   9:28 AM

Representative Albert Wynn
U.S. House of Representatives
434 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wynn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Vogel
11307 Parkmont Dr.
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass , Austin, TX 78732 

December 11, 2006   9:27 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass
Austin, TX 78732

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass , Austin, TX 78732 

December 11, 2006   9:27 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass
Austin, TX 78732

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass , Austin, TX 78732 

December 11, 2006   9:27 AM

Representative Lamar Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2184 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass
Austin, TX 78732

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass , Austin, TX 78732 

December 11, 2006   9:27 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Tom Seidenstricker
12201 Salida del Sol Pass
Austin, TX 78732

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B , Alhambra, CA 91801 

December 11, 2006   9:26 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B
Alhambra, CA 91801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B , Alhambra, CA 91801 

December 11, 2006   9:26 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B
Alhambra, CA 91801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B , Alhambra, CA 91801 

December 11, 2006   9:26 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B
Alhambra, CA 91801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B , Alhambra, CA 91801 

December 11, 2006   9:26 AM

Representative Adam Schiff
U.S. House of Representatives
326 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schiff,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
George Costa
427 N 2nd Street Apt B
Alhambra, CA 91801

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7 , Toledo, OH 43606 

December 11, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7
Toledo, OH 43606

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7 , Toledo, OH 43606 

December 11, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7
Toledo, OH 43606

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7 , Toledo, OH 43606 

December 11, 2006   9:23 AM

Representative Marcy Kaptur
U.S. House of Representatives
2366 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kaptur,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7
Toledo, OH 43606

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7 , Toledo, OH 43606 

December 11, 2006   9:23 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Craig Miller
4224 W Central Ave #7
Toledo, OH 43606

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place , Chicago, IL 60609 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Representative Daniel Lipinski
U. S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lipinski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place
Chicago, IL 60609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place , Chicago, IL 60609 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place
Chicago, IL 60609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place , Chicago, IL 60609 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place
Chicago, IL 60609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Day
210 Pearl , Chesterfield, IN 46017 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Day
210 Pearl
Chesterfield, IN 46017

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Day
210 Pearl , Chesterfield, IN 46017 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Day
210 Pearl
Chesterfield, IN 46017

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Day
210 Pearl , Chesterfield, IN 46017 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Representative Mike Pence
U.S. House of Representatives
426 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pence,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Day
210 Pearl
Chesterfield, IN 46017

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Day
210 Pearl , Chesterfield, IN 46017 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Day
210 Pearl
Chesterfield, IN 46017

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Day
210 Pearl , Chesterfield, IN 46017 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Representative Mike Pence
U.S. House of Representatives
426 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pence,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Day
210 Pearl
Chesterfield, IN 46017

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Thomas Day
210 Pearl , Chesterfield, IN 46017 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Thomas Day
210 Pearl
Chesterfield, IN 46017

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place , Chicago, IL 60609 

December 11, 2006   9:22 AM

Representative Daniel Lipinski
U. S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lipinski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jim Carmignani
1120 w 47th place
Chicago, IL 60609

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road , Orlando, FL 32806 

December 11, 2006   9:21 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road
Orlando, FL 32806

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road , Orlando, FL 32806 

December 11, 2006   9:21 AM

Representative Ric Keller
U.S. House of Representatives
419 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Keller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road
Orlando, FL 32806

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road , Orlando, FL 32806 

December 11, 2006   9:21 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road
Orlando, FL 32806

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road , Orlando, FL 32806 

December 11, 2006   9:21 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road
Orlando, FL 32806

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road , Orlando, FL 32806 

December 11, 2006   9:21 AM

Representative Ric Keller
U.S. House of Representatives
419 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Keller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Patterson
2504 Raeford Road
Orlando, FL 32806

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd , Brownsville, PA 15417 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd
Brownsville, PA 15417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

john markin
1030 n state st , chicago, IL 60610 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Representative Danny Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
1526 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
john markin
1030 n state st
chicago, IL 60610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd , Brownsville, PA 15417 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Representative John Murtha
U.S. House of Representatives
2423 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Murtha,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd
Brownsville, PA 15417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

john markin
1030 n state st , chicago, IL 60610 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
john markin
1030 n state st
chicago, IL 60610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd , Brownsville, PA 15417 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd
Brownsville, PA 15417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

john markin
1030 n state st , chicago, IL 60610 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
john markin
1030 n state st
chicago, IL 60610

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd , Brownsville, PA 15417 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd
Brownsville, PA 15417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd , Brownsville, PA 15417 

December 11, 2006   9:20 AM

Representative John Murtha
U.S. House of Representatives
2423 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Murtha,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Berdar
226 Dague Rd
Brownsville, PA 15417

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1 , Bethlehem, PA 18018 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1
Bethlehem, PA 18018

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative Dennis Kucinich
U.S. House of Representatives
1730 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kucinich,

   This proposed merger will give too much power and monopolizing of information control. 
Such measures can lead to abuse of power and to  the detriment of society.       The FCC is 
currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal 
that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to  waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

   This proposed merger will give too much power and monopolizing of information control. 
Such measures can lead to abuse of power and to  the detriment of society.       The FCC is 
currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal 
that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to  waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1 , Bethlehem, PA 18018 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1
Bethlehem, PA 18018

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

   This proposed merger will give too much power and monopolizing of information control. 
Such measures can lead to abuse of power and to  the detriment of society.       The FCC is 
currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal 
that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to  waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1 , Bethlehem, PA 18018 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative Charles Dent
U.S. House of Repesentatives
502 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Dent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1
Bethlehem, PA 18018

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

   This proposed merger will give too much power and monopolizing of information control. 
Such measures can lead to abuse of power and to  the detriment of society.       The FCC is 
currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal 
that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to  waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211 , Lakewood, OH 44107 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Representative Dennis Kucinich
U.S. House of Representatives
1730 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kucinich,

   This proposed merger will give too much power and monopolizing of information control. 
Such measures can lead to abuse of power and to  the detriment of society.       The FCC is 
currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a multibillion-dollar deal 
that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. telecommunications. The FCC's 
responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is critically important to protect 
consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 



Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to  waive the ethical rules presently 
precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Diller
11720 Edgewater Dr #211
Lakewood, OH 44107

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1 , Bethlehem, PA 18018 

December 11, 2006   9:19 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jerome Anoia
311 West Broad St Apt 1
Bethlehem, PA 18018

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace , Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

December 11, 2006   9:18 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace , Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

December 11, 2006   9:18 AM

Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz
U.S. House of Representatives
118 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wasserman Schultz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace , Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

December 11, 2006   9:18 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace , Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

December 11, 2006   9:18 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Monica Marcum
5500 SW 43rd Terrace
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr. , Newburgh, IN 47630 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave , Glenolden, PA 19036 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave
Glenolden, PA 19036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave , Glenolden, PA 19036 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Curt Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2466 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave
Glenolden, PA 19036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr. , Newburgh, IN 47630 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr. , Newburgh, IN 47630 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative John Hostettler
U.S. House of Representatives
1214 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hostettler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave , Glenolden, PA 19036 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave
Glenolden, PA 19036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr. , Newburgh, IN 47630 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Evan Bayh
U.S. Senate
463 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bayh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr. , Newburgh, IN 47630 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Richard Lugar
U.S. Senate
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lugar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr. , Newburgh, IN 47630 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative John Hostettler
U.S. House of Representatives
1214 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hostettler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Omar Abdulla
5733 Kent Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave , Glenolden, PA 19036 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave
Glenolden, PA 19036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave , Glenolden, PA 19036 

December 11, 2006   9:17 AM

Representative Curt Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2466 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Bryon Relyea
1073 N Academy Ave
Glenolden, PA 19036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd , Chester, SC 29706 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd
Chester, SC 29706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd , Chester, SC 29706 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Representative John Spratt
U.S. House of Representatives
1401 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Spratt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd
Chester, SC 29706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd , Chester, SC 29706 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd
Chester, SC 29706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W , Jacksonville, FL 32246 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W
Jacksonville, FL 32246

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W , Jacksonville, FL 32246 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Representative Ander Crenshaw
U.S. House of Representatives
127 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Crenshaw,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W
Jacksonville, FL 32246

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W , Jacksonville, FL 32246 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W
Jacksonville, FL 32246

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W , Jacksonville, FL 32246 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Drabek
2450 Bentwater Dr W
Jacksonville, FL 32246

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd , Chester, SC 29706 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd
Chester, SC 29706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd , Chester, SC 29706 

December 11, 2006   9:16 AM

Representative John Spratt
U.S. House of Representatives
1401 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Spratt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Wayne Foster Jr
736 Celsey Rd
Chester, SC 29706

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions , boca raton, FL 33434-3716 

December 11, 2006   9:15 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions
boca raton, FL 33434-3716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions , boca raton, FL 33434-3716 

December 11, 2006   9:15 AM

Representative Robert Wexler
U.S. House of Representatives
213 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wexler,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions
boca raton, FL 33434-3716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions , boca raton, FL 33434-3716 

December 11, 2006   9:15 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions
boca raton, FL 33434-3716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions , boca raton, FL 33434-3716 

December 11, 2006   9:15 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
LARRY MEYERS
19916 court of the lions
boca raton, FL 33434-3716

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North , Mocksville, NC 27028 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North
Mocksville, NC 27028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd. , austin, TX 78703 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd.
austin, TX 78703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd. , austin, TX 78703 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd.
austin, TX 78703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North , Mocksville, NC 27028 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North
Mocksville, NC 27028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd. , austin, TX 78703 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd.
austin, TX 78703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North , Mocksville, NC 27028 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Representative Virginia Foxx
U. S. House of Representatives
503 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Foxx,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North
Mocksville, NC 27028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North , Mocksville, NC 27028 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North
Mocksville, NC 27028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North , Mocksville, NC 27028 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Randall Foster
3228 US Hwy 601 North
Mocksville, NC 27028

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd. , austin, TX 78703 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd.
austin, TX 78703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd. , austin, TX 78703 

December 11, 2006   9:13 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
patricia wappner
1518 enfield rd.
austin, TX 78703

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle , Cranston, RI 02905 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Jack Reed
U.S. Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reed,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle
Cranston, RI 02905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle , Cranston, RI 02905 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Lincoln Chafee
U.S. Senate
141A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chafee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle
Cranston, RI 02905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle , Cranston, RI 02905 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative James Langevin
U.S. House of Representatives
109 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Langevin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle
Cranston, RI 02905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Wright
307 E Case St , Negaunee, MI 49866-1733 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Wright
307 E Case St
Negaunee, MI 49866-1733

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135 , Palo Alto, CA 94302 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135
Palo Alto, CA 94302

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street , Greensboro, NC 27411 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street
Greensboro, NC 27411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135 , Palo Alto, CA 94302 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Barbara Boxer
U.S. Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Boxer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135
Palo Alto, CA 94302

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135 , Palo Alto, CA 94302 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative Anna Eshoo
U.S. House of Representatives
205 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Eshoo,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135
Palo Alto, CA 94302

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Wright
307 E Case St , Negaunee, MI 49866-1733 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Wright
307 E Case St
Negaunee, MI 49866-1733

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Wright
307 E Case St , Negaunee, MI 49866-1733 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative Bart Stupak
U.S. House of Representatives
2352 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Stupak,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Wright
307 E Case St
Negaunee, MI 49866-1733

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135 , Palo Alto, CA 94302 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Dianne Feinstein
U.S. Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Feinstein,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Peter Beyrent
P.O. Box 135
Palo Alto, CA 94302

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street , Greensboro, NC 27411 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street
Greensboro, NC 27411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Wright
307 E Case St , Negaunee, MI 49866-1733 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Wright
307 E Case St
Negaunee, MI 49866-1733

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street , Greensboro, NC 27411 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street
Greensboro, NC 27411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street , Greensboro, NC 27411 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Shelton
1601 East Market Street
Greensboro, NC 27411

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle , Cranston, RI 02905 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Lincoln Chafee
U.S. Senate
141A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chafee,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle
Cranston, RI 02905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle , Cranston, RI 02905 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Senator Jack Reed
U.S. Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reed,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle
Cranston, RI 02905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle , Cranston, RI 02905 

December 11, 2006   9:12 AM

Representative James Langevin
U.S. House of Representatives
109 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Langevin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Rick Spencer
30 Robert Circle
Cranston, RI 02905

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle , brandon, MS 39047 

December 11, 2006   9:11 AM

Senator Trent Lott
U.S. Senate
487 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle
brandon, MS 39047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle , brandon, MS 39047 

December 11, 2006   9:11 AM

Senator Thad Cochran
U.S. Senate
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cochran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle
brandon, MS 39047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle , brandon, MS 39047 

December 11, 2006   9:11 AM

Representative Chip Pickering
U.S. House of Representatives
229 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pickering,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle
brandon, MS 39047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle , brandon, MS 39047 

December 11, 2006   9:11 AM

Senator Thad Cochran
U.S. Senate
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cochran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle
brandon, MS 39047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle , brandon, MS 39047 

December 11, 2006   9:11 AM

Senator Trent Lott
U.S. Senate
487 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle
brandon, MS 39047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle , brandon, MS 39047 

December 11, 2006   9:11 AM

Representative Chip Pickering
U.S. House of Representatives
229 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Pickering,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Edwin Lowther
1256 barnett bend circle
brandon, MS 39047

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd , Kings Park, NY 11754 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Representative Timothy Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
1133 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd
Kings Park, NY 11754

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane , Austin, TX 78728 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane
Austin, TX 78728

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane , Austin, TX 78728 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane
Austin, TX 78728

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd , Kings Park, NY 11754 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd
Kings Park, NY 11754

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane , Austin, TX 78728 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane
Austin, TX 78728

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd , Kings Park, NY 11754 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd
Kings Park, NY 11754

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd , Kings Park, NY 11754 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd
Kings Park, NY 11754

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd , Kings Park, NY 11754 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Representative Timothy Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
1133 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kevin Starke
23 Hawthorne Rd
Kings Park, NY 11754

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane , Austin, TX 78728 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane
Austin, TX 78728

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane , Austin, TX 78728 

December 11, 2006   9:10 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ted Lee
2018 Ploverville Lane
Austin, TX 78728

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN , ogden, UT 84403 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Orrin Hatch
U.S. Senate
104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hatch,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN
ogden, UT 84403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN , ogden, UT 84403 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Representative Rob Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
124 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN
ogden, UT 84403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct. , Toms River, NJ 08753 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct.
Toms River, NJ 08753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct. , Toms River, NJ 08753 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct.
Toms River, NJ 08753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct. , Toms River, NJ 08753 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Representative Jim Saxton
U.S. House of Representatives
2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Saxton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct.
Toms River, NJ 08753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN , ogden, UT 84403 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Robert Bennett
U.S. Senate
431 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bennett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN
ogden, UT 84403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct. , Toms River, NJ 08753 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct.
Toms River, NJ 08753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct. , Toms River, NJ 08753 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct.
Toms River, NJ 08753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct. , Toms River, NJ 08753 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Representative Jim Saxton
U.S. House of Representatives
2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Saxton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Louis Schellhas
1075 Torremolinos Ct.
Toms River, NJ 08753

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN , ogden, UT 84403 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Robert Bennett
U.S. Senate
431 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bennett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN
ogden, UT 84403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN , ogden, UT 84403 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Senator Orrin Hatch
U.S. Senate
104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hatch,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN
ogden, UT 84403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN , ogden, UT 84403 

December 11, 2006   9:08 AM

Representative Rob Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
124 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Larry
5660 S Meadow LN
ogden, UT 84403

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path , Pflugerville, TX 78660 

December 11, 2006   9:07 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path
Pflugerville, TX 78660

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path , Pflugerville, TX 78660 

December 11, 2006   9:07 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path
Pflugerville, TX 78660

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path , Pflugerville, TX 78660 

December 11, 2006   9:07 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path
Pflugerville, TX 78660

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path , Pflugerville, TX 78660 

December 11, 2006   9:07 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path
Pflugerville, TX 78660

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path , Pflugerville, TX 78660 

December 11, 2006   9:07 AM

Representative Michael McCaul
U.S. House of Representatives
415 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McCaul,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sean Reilly
19009 Raglan Castle Path
Pflugerville, TX 78660

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct , Las Vegas, NV 89128 

December 11, 2006   9:05 AM

Representative Shelley Berkley
U.S. House of Representatives
439 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Berkley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct
Las Vegas, NV 89128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct , Las Vegas, NV 89128 

December 11, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator John Ensign
U.S. Senate
356 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Ensign,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct
Las Vegas, NV 89128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct , Las Vegas, NV 89128 

December 11, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Harry Reid
U.S. Senate
528 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reid,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct
Las Vegas, NV 89128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct , Las Vegas, NV 89128 

December 11, 2006   9:05 AM

Senator Harry Reid
U.S. Senate
528 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Reid,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct
Las Vegas, NV 89128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct , Las Vegas, NV 89128 

December 11, 2006   9:05 AM

Representative Shelley Berkley
U.S. House of Representatives
439 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Berkley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Anthony Moore
7524 Holloran Ct
Las Vegas, NV 89128

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road , Manchester, MI 48158 

December 11, 2006   9:04 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road
Manchester, MI 48158

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road , Manchester, MI 48158 

December 11, 2006   9:04 AM

Representative Joe Schwarz
U. S. House of Representatives
128 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schwarz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road
Manchester, MI 48158

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road , Manchester, MI 48158 

December 11, 2006   9:04 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road
Manchester, MI 48158

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road , Manchester, MI 48158 

December 11, 2006   9:04 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road
Manchester, MI 48158

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road , Manchester, MI 48158 

December 11, 2006   9:04 AM

Representative Joe Schwarz
U. S. House of Representatives
128 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Schwarz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mike Hughes
8150 Grossman Road
Manchester, MI 48158

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd , beavercreek, OR 97004 

December 11, 2006   9:03 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd
beavercreek, OR 97004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd , beavercreek, OR 97004 

December 11, 2006   9:03 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd
beavercreek, OR 97004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd , beavercreek, OR 97004 

December 11, 2006   9:03 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd
beavercreek, OR 97004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd , beavercreek, OR 97004 

December 11, 2006   9:03 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd
beavercreek, OR 97004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd , beavercreek, OR 97004 

December 11, 2006   9:03 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd
beavercreek, OR 97004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd , beavercreek, OR 97004 

December 11, 2006   9:03 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
dale thompson
22231s. ferguson rd
beavercreek, OR 97004

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln , Austin, TX 78748 

December 11, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln
Austin, TX 78748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln , Austin, TX 78748 

December 11, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln
Austin, TX 78748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln , Austin, TX 78748 

December 11, 2006   9:02 AM

Representative Lamar Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2184 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln
Austin, TX 78748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln , Austin, TX 78748 

December 11, 2006   9:02 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Spencer
2215 Billy Fiske Ln
Austin, TX 78748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St. , Lakewood, CO 80227 

December 11, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St.
Lakewood, CO 80227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St. , Lakewood, CO 80227 

December 11, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St.
Lakewood, CO 80227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St. , Lakewood, CO 80227 

December 11, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative Bob Beauprez
U.S. House of Representatives
504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Beauprez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St.
Lakewood, CO 80227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St. , Lakewood, CO 80227 

December 11, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Ken Salazar
U.S. Senate
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Salazar,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St.
Lakewood, CO 80227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St. , Lakewood, CO 80227 

December 11, 2006   9:01 AM

Representative Bob Beauprez
U.S. House of Representatives
504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Beauprez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St.
Lakewood, CO 80227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St. , Lakewood, CO 80227 

December 11, 2006   9:01 AM

Senator Wayne Allard
U.S. Senate
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allard,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul LeRoux
2560 S. Garland St.
Lakewood, CO 80227

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St , Linden, NJ 07036 

December 11, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St
Linden, NJ 07036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St , Linden, NJ 07036 

December 11, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St
Linden, NJ 07036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St , Linden, NJ 07036 

December 11, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative Donald Payne
U.S. House of Representatives
2209 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Payne,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St
Linden, NJ 07036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St , Linden, NJ 07036 

December 11, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St
Linden, NJ 07036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St , Linden, NJ 07036 

December 11, 2006   9:00 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St
Linden, NJ 07036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St , Linden, NJ 07036 

December 11, 2006   9:00 AM

Representative Donald Payne
U.S. House of Representatives
2209 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Payne,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Russell
620 N Stiles St
Linden, NJ 07036

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address , Go away town, NC 28601 

December 11, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address
Go away town, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address , Go away town, NC 28601 

December 11, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address
Go away town, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address , Go away town, NC 28601 

December 11, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Richard Burr
U.S. Senate
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Burr,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address
Go away town, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address , Go away town, NC 28601 

December 11, 2006   8:58 AM

Senator Elizabeth Dole
U.S. Senate
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dole,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Alexander
666 You don't get my address
Go away town, NC 28601

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pamela leung
12 amanda ct , manalapan, NJ 07726 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pamela leung
12 amanda ct
manalapan, NJ 07726

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pamela leung
12 amanda ct , manalapan, NJ 07726 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pamela leung
12 amanda ct
manalapan, NJ 07726

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St , Ramsey, NJ 07446 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St
Ramsey, NJ 07446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St , Ramsey, NJ 07446 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St
Ramsey, NJ 07446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St , Ramsey, NJ 07446 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St
Ramsey, NJ 07446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pamela leung
12 amanda ct , manalapan, NJ 07726 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pamela leung
12 amanda ct
manalapan, NJ 07726

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St , Ramsey, NJ 07446 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St
Ramsey, NJ 07446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St , Ramsey, NJ 07446 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St
Ramsey, NJ 07446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

pamela leung
12 amanda ct , manalapan, NJ 07726 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
pamela leung
12 amanda ct
manalapan, NJ 07726

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St , Ramsey, NJ 07446 

December 11, 2006   8:57 AM

Representative Scott Garrett
U.S. House of Representatives
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Garrett,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harold Carlson
195 North Jean St
Ramsey, NJ 07446

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW , Leesburg, VA 20175 

December 11, 2006   8:54 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW
Leesburg, VA 20175

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW , Leesburg, VA 20175 

December 11, 2006   8:54 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW
Leesburg, VA 20175

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW , Leesburg, VA 20175 

December 11, 2006   8:54 AM

Representative Frank Wolf
U.S. House of Representatives
241 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wolf,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW
Leesburg, VA 20175

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW , Leesburg, VA 20175 

December 11, 2006   8:54 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW
Leesburg, VA 20175

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW , Leesburg, VA 20175 

December 11, 2006   8:54 AM

Representative Frank Wolf
U.S. House of Representatives
241 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wolf,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Harmon Perry
243C Loudoun Street, SW
Leesburg, VA 20175

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave , Newington, CT 06111 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave
Newington, CT 06111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave , Newington, CT 06111 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Representative John Larson
U.S. House of Representatives
1005 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave
Newington, CT 06111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave , Newington, CT 06111 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Representative John Larson
U.S. House of Representatives
1005 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Larson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave
Newington, CT 06111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave , Newington, CT 06111 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave
Newington, CT 06111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave , Newington, CT 06111 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
John Donahue
28 Maple Hill Ave
Newington, CT 06111

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive , Spring, TX 77386 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive
Spring, TX 77386

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive , Spring, TX 77386 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Representative Kevin Brady
U.S. House of Representatives
428 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brady,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive
Spring, TX 77386

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive , Spring, TX 77386 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive
Spring, TX 77386

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive , Spring, TX 77386 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive
Spring, TX 77386

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive , Spring, TX 77386 

December 11, 2006   8:52 AM

Representative Kevin Brady
U.S. House of Representatives
428 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Brady,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Judith Shields
1407 Spring Hills Drive
Spring, TX 77386

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St , Denison, TX 75021 

December 11, 2006   8:51 AM

Representative Ralph Hall
U.S. House of Representatives
2405 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hall,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St
Denison, TX 75021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St , Denison, TX 75021 

December 11, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Senate
517 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cornyn,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St
Denison, TX 75021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St , Denison, TX 75021 

December 11, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St
Denison, TX 75021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St , Denison, TX 75021 

December 11, 2006   8:51 AM

Senator Kay Hutchison
U.S. Senate
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Hutchison,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Alfred Robinson
101 E Main St
Denison, TX 75021

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail , Jewett City, CT 06351 

December 11, 2006   8:49 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail
Jewett City, CT 06351

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail , Jewett City, CT 06351 

December 11, 2006   8:49 AM

Senator Chris Dodd
U.S. Senate
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Dodd,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail
Jewett City, CT 06351

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail , Jewett City, CT 06351 

December 11, 2006   8:49 AM

Representative Rob Simmons
U.S. House of Representatives
215 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Simmons,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail
Jewett City, CT 06351

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail , Jewett City, CT 06351 

December 11, 2006   8:49 AM

Senator Joe Lieberman
U.S. Senate
706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lieberman,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Matthew Sabolesky
28 Pequot Trail
Jewett City, CT 06351

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Luis Ramos
2748 W. LeMoyne , Chicago, IL 60622 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Luis Ramos
2748 W. LeMoyne
Chicago, IL 60622

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Luis Ramos
2748 W. LeMoyne , Chicago, IL 60622 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Luis Ramos
2748 W. LeMoyne
Chicago, IL 60622

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy , buffalo, NY 14220 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy
buffalo, NY 14220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy , buffalo, NY 14220 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Representative Brian Higgins
U.S. House of Representatives
431 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Higgins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy
buffalo, NY 14220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy , buffalo, NY 14220 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy
buffalo, NY 14220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY , plattsburg, MO 64477 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY
plattsburg, MO 64477

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY , plattsburg, MO 64477 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Representative Sam Graves
U.S. House of Representatives
1513 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Graves,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY
plattsburg, MO 64477

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue , Watsontown, PA 17777 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue
Watsontown, PA 17777

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue , Watsontown, PA 17777 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Rick Santorum
U.S. Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Santorum,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue
Watsontown, PA 17777

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue , Watsontown, PA 17777 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Representative Don Sherwood
U.S. House of Representatives
1131 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Sherwood,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue
Watsontown, PA 17777

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY , plattsburg, MO 64477 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senate
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Bond,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY
plattsburg, MO 64477

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY , plattsburg, MO 64477 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Jim Talent
U.S. Senate
493 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Talent,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY
plattsburg, MO 64477

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY , plattsburg, MO 64477 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Representative Sam Graves
U.S. House of Representatives
1513 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Graves,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Kris Cook
7252 N 33 HWY
plattsburg, MO 64477

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy , buffalo, NY 14220 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy
buffalo, NY 14220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy , buffalo, NY 14220 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Representative Brian Higgins
U.S. House of Representatives
431 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Higgins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
kathleen edlich
329 southside pkwy
buffalo, NY 14220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue , Watsontown, PA 17777 

December 11, 2006   8:46 AM

Senator Arlen Specter
U.S. Senate
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Specter,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Robert Shoemaker
2 East Brmmer Avenue
Watsontown, PA 17777

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st , Brooklyn, NY 11234 

December 11, 2006   8:45 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st
Brooklyn, NY 11234

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st , Brooklyn, NY 11234 

December 11, 2006   8:45 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st
Brooklyn, NY 11234

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st , Brooklyn, NY 11234 

December 11, 2006   8:45 AM

Representative Anthony Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
1122 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weiner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st
Brooklyn, NY 11234

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st , Brooklyn, NY 11234 

December 11, 2006   8:45 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st
Brooklyn, NY 11234

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st , Brooklyn, NY 11234 

December 11, 2006   8:45 AM

Representative Anthony Weiner
U.S. House of Representatives
1122 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weiner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Ekerling
2424 e 73rd st
Brooklyn, NY 11234

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marc kaplan
606 blossom circle , dayton, NJ 08810 

December 11, 2006   8:43 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marc kaplan
606 blossom circle
dayton, NJ 08810

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marc kaplan
606 blossom circle , dayton, NJ 08810 

December 11, 2006   8:43 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marc kaplan
606 blossom circle
dayton, NJ 08810

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marc kaplan
606 blossom circle , dayton, NJ 08810 

December 11, 2006   8:43 AM

Representative Rush Holt
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marc kaplan
606 blossom circle
dayton, NJ 08810

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marc kaplan
606 blossom circle , dayton, NJ 08810 

December 11, 2006   8:43 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marc kaplan
606 blossom circle
dayton, NJ 08810

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marc kaplan
606 blossom circle , dayton, NJ 08810 

December 11, 2006   8:43 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marc kaplan
606 blossom circle
dayton, NJ 08810

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

marc kaplan
606 blossom circle , dayton, NJ 08810 

December 11, 2006   8:43 AM

Representative Rush Holt
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Holt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
marc kaplan
606 blossom circle
dayton, NJ 08810

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr , Belleville, IL 62220 

December 11, 2006   8:42 AM

Representative Jerry Costello
U.S. House of Representatives
2269 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Costello,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr
Belleville, IL 62220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr , Belleville, IL 62220 

December 11, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Obama,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr
Belleville, IL 62220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr , Belleville, IL 62220 

December 11, 2006   8:42 AM

Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Durbin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr
Belleville, IL 62220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr , Belleville, IL 62220 

December 11, 2006   8:42 AM

Representative Jerry Costello
U.S. House of Representatives
2269 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Costello,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Daniel Cason
2 Gerri Ann dr
Belleville, IL 62220

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Josh Dydek
8412 white rd , burbank, OH 44214 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Josh Dydek
8412 white rd
burbank, OH 44214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Josh Dydek
8412 white rd , burbank, OH 44214 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Representative Ralph Regula
U.S. House of Representatives
2306 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Regula,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Josh Dydek
8412 white rd
burbank, OH 44214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Josh Dydek
8412 white rd , burbank, OH 44214 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator George Voinovich
U.S. Senate
524 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Voinovich,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Josh Dydek
8412 white rd
burbank, OH 44214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Josh Dydek
8412 white rd , burbank, OH 44214 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Mike DeWine
U.S. Senate
140 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator DeWine,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Josh Dydek
8412 white rd
burbank, OH 44214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Josh Dydek
8412 white rd , burbank, OH 44214 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Representative Ralph Regula
U.S. House of Representatives
2306 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Regula,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Josh Dydek
8412 white rd
burbank, OH 44214

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road , Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Representative Robert Andrews
U.S. House of Representatives
2439 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Andrews,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road
Maple Shade, NJ 08052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road , Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road
Maple Shade, NJ 08052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road , Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road
Maple Shade, NJ 08052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St , Kent, WA 98031 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St
Kent, WA 98031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West Apt. B, Bradenton, FL 34205 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West
Apt. B
Bradenton, FL 34205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West Apt. B, Bradenton, FL 34205 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West
Apt. B
Bradenton, FL 34205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West Apt. B, Bradenton, FL 34205 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Representative Katherine Harris
U.S. House of Representatives
116 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Harris,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West
Apt. B
Bradenton, FL 34205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West Apt. B, Bradenton, FL 34205 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Mark Robertson
452 12th Street West
Apt. B
Bradenton, FL 34205

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St , Kent, WA 98031 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St
Kent, WA 98031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St , Kent, WA 98031 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Patty Murray
U.S. Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Murray,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St
Kent, WA 98031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St , Kent, WA 98031 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Representative Dave Reichert
U.S. House of Representatives
1223 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Reichert,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St
Kent, WA 98031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St , Kent, WA 98031 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Maria Cantwell
U.S. Senate
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Cantwell,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Albert Taylor
10621 SE 237th St
Kent, WA 98031

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road , Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road
Maple Shade, NJ 08052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road , Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

December 11, 2006   8:41 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald V Tedesco II
321 N. Forklanding Road
Maple Shade, NJ 08052

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr. , Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

December 11, 2006   8:40 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr. , Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

December 11, 2006   8:40 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr. , Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

December 11, 2006   8:40 AM

Representative Sandy Levin
U.S. House of Representatives
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr. , Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

December 11, 2006   8:40 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr. , Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

December 11, 2006   8:40 AM

Representative Sandy Levin
U.S. House of Representatives
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jason White
36724 Park Place Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jeremy purdom
35 brook ave , binghamton, NY 13903 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jeremy purdom
35 brook ave
binghamton, NY 13903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jeremy purdom
35 brook ave , binghamton, NY 13903 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jeremy purdom
35 brook ave
binghamton, NY 13903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jeremy purdom
35 brook ave , binghamton, NY 13903 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jeremy purdom
35 brook ave
binghamton, NY 13903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jeremy purdom
35 brook ave , binghamton, NY 13903 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jeremy purdom
35 brook ave
binghamton, NY 13903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

jeremy purdom
35 brook ave , binghamton, NY 13903 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
jeremy purdom
35 brook ave
binghamton, NY 13903

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway , Arlington, VA 22201 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Jim Moran
U.S. House of Representatives
2239 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Moran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway
Arlington, VA 22201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway , Arlington, VA 22201 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway
Arlington, VA 22201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway , Arlington, VA 22201 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway
Arlington, VA 22201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway , Arlington, VA 22201 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway
Arlington, VA 22201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway , Arlington, VA 22201 

December 11, 2006   8:38 AM

Representative Jim Moran
U.S. House of Representatives
2239 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Moran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway
Arlington, VA 22201

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle The Palms, Davenport, FL 33897 

December 11, 2006   8:37 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle
The Palms
Davenport, FL 33897

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle The Palms, Davenport, FL 33897 

December 11, 2006   8:37 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle
The Palms
Davenport, FL 33897

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle The Palms, Davenport, FL 33897 

December 11, 2006   8:37 AM

Representative Dave Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2347 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle
The Palms
Davenport, FL 33897

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle The Palms, Davenport, FL 33897 

December 11, 2006   8:37 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle
The Palms
Davenport, FL 33897

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle The Palms, Davenport, FL 33897 

December 11, 2006   8:37 AM

Representative Dave Weldon
U.S. House of Representatives
2347 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Weldon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Chris Ward
682 Riggs Circle
The Palms
Davenport, FL 33897

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c mulvaney
415 phillips ln , greer, SC 29650 

December 11, 2006   8:33 AM

Representative Bob Inglis
U. S. House of Representatives
330 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inglis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c mulvaney
415 phillips ln
greer, SC 29650

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c mulvaney
415 phillips ln , greer, SC 29650 

December 11, 2006   8:33 AM

Representative Bob Inglis
U. S. House of Representatives
330 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Inglis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c mulvaney
415 phillips ln
greer, SC 29650

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c mulvaney
415 phillips ln , greer, SC 29650 

December 11, 2006   8:33 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c mulvaney
415 phillips ln
greer, SC 29650

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c mulvaney
415 phillips ln , greer, SC 29650 

December 11, 2006   8:33 AM

Senator Jim Demint
U. S. Senate
340 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Demint,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c mulvaney
415 phillips ln
greer, SC 29650

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

c mulvaney
415 phillips ln , greer, SC 29650 

December 11, 2006   8:33 AM

Senator Lindsey Graham
U.S. Senate
290 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Graham,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
c mulvaney
415 phillips ln
greer, SC 29650

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   8:32 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook , Dallas, GA 30132 

December 11, 2006   8:32 AM

Representative John Linder
U.S. House of Representatives
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Linder,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Halei Long
135 Arlington Overlook
Dallas, GA 30132

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive , Newport News, VA 23608 

December 11, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive
Newport News, VA 23608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive , Newport News, VA 23608 

December 11, 2006   8:30 AM

Representative Bobby Scott
U.S. House of Representatives
1201 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Scott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive
Newport News, VA 23608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive , Newport News, VA 23608 

December 11, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive
Newport News, VA 23608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive , Newport News, VA 23608 

December 11, 2006   8:30 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive
Newport News, VA 23608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive , Newport News, VA 23608 

December 11, 2006   8:30 AM

Representative Bobby Scott
U.S. House of Representatives
1201 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Scott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Philip Geneste
610 Blanton Drive
Newport News, VA 23608

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Best
1770 Hughes , Brighton, MI 48114 

December 11, 2006   8:29 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Best
1770 Hughes
Brighton, MI 48114

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Best
1770 Hughes , Brighton, MI 48114 

December 11, 2006   8:29 AM

Representative Mike Rogers
U.S. House of Representatives
133 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rogers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Best
1770 Hughes
Brighton, MI 48114

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Best
1770 Hughes , Brighton, MI 48114 

December 11, 2006   8:29 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Best
1770 Hughes
Brighton, MI 48114

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Best
1770 Hughes , Brighton, MI 48114 

December 11, 2006   8:29 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Best
1770 Hughes
Brighton, MI 48114

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Best
1770 Hughes , Brighton, MI 48114 

December 11, 2006   8:29 AM

Representative Mike Rogers
U.S. House of Representatives
133 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Rogers,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Best
1770 Hughes
Brighton, MI 48114

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road , delmar, NY 12054-3525 

December 11, 2006   8:28 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road
delmar, NY 12054-3525

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road , delmar, NY 12054-3525 

December 11, 2006   8:28 AM

Representative Michael McNulty
U.S. House of Representatives
2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McNulty,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road
delmar, NY 12054-3525

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road , delmar, NY 12054-3525 

December 11, 2006   8:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road
delmar, NY 12054-3525

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road , delmar, NY 12054-3525 

December 11, 2006   8:28 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road
delmar, NY 12054-3525

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road , delmar, NY 12054-3525 

December 11, 2006   8:28 AM

Representative Michael McNulty
U.S. House of Representatives
2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative McNulty,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Paul Tick
78 Berwick Road
delmar, NY 12054-3525

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave , Thomasville, GA 31792 

December 11, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave
Thomasville, GA 31792

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave , Thomasville, GA 31792 

December 11, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave
Thomasville, GA 31792

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave , Thomasville, GA 31792 

December 11, 2006   8:27 AM

Representative Sanford Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
2429 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave
Thomasville, GA 31792

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave , Thomasville, GA 31792 

December 11, 2006   8:27 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave
Thomasville, GA 31792

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave , Thomasville, GA 31792 

December 11, 2006   8:27 AM

Representative Sanford Bishop
U.S. House of Representatives
2429 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Bishop,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jeff Neel
124 Park Ave
Thomasville, GA 31792

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road , Woodstock, NY 12498 

December 11, 2006   8:25 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road
Woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road , Woodstock, NY 12498 

December 11, 2006   8:25 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road
Woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road , Woodstock, NY 12498 

December 11, 2006   8:25 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road
Woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road , Woodstock, NY 12498 

December 11, 2006   8:25 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road
Woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road , Woodstock, NY 12498 

December 11, 2006   8:25 AM

Representative Maurice Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hinchey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Donald Bluestone
360 Ohayo Mountain Road
Woodstock, NY 12498

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court , Reston, VA 20190 

December 11, 2006   8:23 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court
Reston, VA 20190

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court , Reston, VA 20190 

December 11, 2006   8:23 AM

Representative Jim Moran
U.S. House of Representatives
2239 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Moran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court
Reston, VA 20190

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court , Reston, VA 20190 

December 11, 2006   8:23 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court
Reston, VA 20190

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court , Reston, VA 20190 

December 11, 2006   8:23 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court
Reston, VA 20190

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court , Reston, VA 20190 

December 11, 2006   8:23 AM

Representative Jim Moran
U.S. House of Representatives
2239 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Moran,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Nick Nobbe
1501 Inlet Court
Reston, VA 20190

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave. , Smithville, TN 37166 

December 11, 2006   8:20 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave.
Smithville, TN 37166

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave. , Smithville, TN 37166 

December 11, 2006   8:20 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave.
Smithville, TN 37166

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave. , Smithville, TN 37166 

December 11, 2006   8:20 AM

Representative Bart Gordon
U.S. House of Representatives
2304 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gordon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave.
Smithville, TN 37166

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave. , Smithville, TN 37166 

December 11, 2006   8:20 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave.
Smithville, TN 37166

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave. , Smithville, TN 37166 

December 11, 2006   8:20 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave.
Smithville, TN 37166

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave. , Smithville, TN 37166 

December 11, 2006   8:20 AM

Representative Bart Gordon
U.S. House of Representatives
2304 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Gordon,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Conatser
909 earl ave.
Smithville, TN 37166

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr , Hayes, VA 23072 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Representative Jo Ann Davis
U.S. House of Representatives
1123 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Davis,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr
Hayes, VA 23072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd. , Dyer, TN 38330 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Representative John Tanner
U.S. House of Representatives
1226 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tanner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd.
Dyer, TN 38330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd. , Dyer, TN 38330 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd.
Dyer, TN 38330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr , Hayes, VA 23072 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr
Hayes, VA 23072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd. , Dyer, TN 38330 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd.
Dyer, TN 38330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr , Hayes, VA 23072 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr
Hayes, VA 23072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd. , Dyer, TN 38330 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator Lamar Alexander
U.S. Senate
302 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Alexander,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd.
Dyer, TN 38330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd. , Dyer, TN 38330 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator Bill Frist
U.S. Senate
509 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Frist,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd.
Dyer, TN 38330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd. , Dyer, TN 38330 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Representative John Tanner
U.S. House of Representatives
1226 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Tanner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Richard Rhodes
209 Nebo-Yorkville Rd.
Dyer, TN 38330

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr , Hayes, VA 23072 

December 11, 2006   8:19 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Patrick McGrath
2444 Jacqueline Dr
Hayes, VA 23072

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue , gadsden, AL 35904 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Jeff Sessions
U.S. Senate
335 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sessions,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue
gadsden, AL 35904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue , gadsden, AL 35904 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Representative Robert Aderholt
U.S. House of Representatives
1433 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Aderholt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue
gadsden, AL 35904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue , gadsden, AL 35904 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue
gadsden, AL 35904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue , gadsden, AL 35904 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Representative Robert Aderholt
U.S. House of Representatives
1433 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Aderholt,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue
gadsden, AL 35904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square , Larchmont, NY 10538 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Representative Nita Lowey
U.S. House of Representatives
2329 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Lowey,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square
Larchmont, NY 10538

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9 , Manhattan, KS 66502 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9
Manhattan, KS 66502

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9 , Manhattan, KS 66502 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Representative Jim Ryun
U.S. House of Representatives
1110 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ryun,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9
Manhattan, KS 66502

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue , gadsden, AL 35904 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Richard Shelby
U.S. Senate
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Shelby,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Michael Hoffius
2105 c white avenue
gadsden, AL 35904

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square , Larchmont, NY 10538 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square
Larchmont, NY 10538

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9 , Manhattan, KS 66502 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9
Manhattan, KS 66502

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square , Larchmont, NY 10538 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square
Larchmont, NY 10538

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9 , Manhattan, KS 66502 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Sam Brownback
U.S. Senate
303 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Brownback,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9
Manhattan, KS 66502

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9 , Manhattan, KS 66502 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Pat Roberts
U.S. Senate
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Roberts,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9
Manhattan, KS 66502

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9 , Manhattan, KS 66502 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Representative Jim Ryun
U.S. House of Representatives
1110 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Ryun,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lorna Dickson
701 Allison Apt 9
Manhattan, KS 66502

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square , Larchmont, NY 10538 

December 11, 2006   8:18 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julio Andrade
1 Washington Square
Larchmont, NY 10538

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

daniel mauro
15 camellia drive , newport news, VA 23602 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Representative Bobby Scott
U.S. House of Representatives
1201 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Scott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
daniel mauro
15 camellia drive
newport news, VA 23602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd. , LaGrange, GA 30241 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd.
LaGrange, GA 30241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd. , LaGrange, GA 30241 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Representative Lynn Westmoreland
U.S. House of Representatives
1118 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Westmoreland,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd.
LaGrange, GA 30241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

daniel mauro
15 camellia drive , newport news, VA 23602 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
daniel mauro
15 camellia drive
newport news, VA 23602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd. , LaGrange, GA 30241 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator Saxby Chambliss
U.S. Senate
416 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Chambliss,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd.
LaGrange, GA 30241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

daniel mauro
15 camellia drive , newport news, VA 23602 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator John Warner
U.S. Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Warner,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
daniel mauro
15 camellia drive
newport news, VA 23602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd. , LaGrange, GA 30241 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator Johnny Isakson
U.S. Senate
120 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Isakson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Lane Yearta
362 Stewart Rd.
LaGrange, GA 30241

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

daniel mauro
15 camellia drive , newport news, VA 23602 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Senator George Allen
U.S. Senate
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
daniel mauro
15 camellia drive
newport news, VA 23602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

daniel mauro
15 camellia drive , newport news, VA 23602 

December 11, 2006   8:17 AM

Representative Bobby Scott
U.S. House of Representatives
1201 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Scott,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
daniel mauro
15 camellia drive
newport news, VA 23602

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave , Rockaway, NJ 07866 

December 11, 2006   8:16 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave
Rockaway, NJ 07866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave , Rockaway, NJ 07866 

December 11, 2006   8:16 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave
Rockaway, NJ 07866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave , Rockaway, NJ 07866 

December 11, 2006   8:16 AM

Representative Rodney Frelinghuysen
U.S. House of Representatives
2442 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Frelinghuysen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave
Rockaway, NJ 07866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave , Rockaway, NJ 07866 

December 11, 2006   8:16 AM

Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senate
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Lautenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave
Rockaway, NJ 07866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave , Rockaway, NJ 07866 

December 11, 2006   8:16 AM

Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Senate
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Menendez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ken Vida
14 Iroquois Ave
Rockaway, NJ 07866

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave. , Ft. Laud., FL 33312 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave.
Ft. Laud., FL 33312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct , Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct , Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Representative Benjamin Cardin
U.S. House of Representatives
2207 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cardin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave. , Ft. Laud., FL 33312 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave.
Ft. Laud., FL 33312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct , Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave. , Ft. Laud., FL 33312 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz
U.S. House of Representatives
118 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wasserman Schultz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave.
Ft. Laud., FL 33312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave. , Ft. Laud., FL 33312 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Julie Foucart
1316 SW 19 Ave.
Ft. Laud., FL 33312

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct , Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Senator Barbara Mikulski
U.S. Senate
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Mikulski,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct , Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Senator Paul Sarbanes
U.S. Senate
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Sarbanes,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct , Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

December 11, 2006   8:14 AM

Representative Benjamin Cardin
U.S. House of Representatives
2207 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Cardin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Christopher Fairbanks
8066 Montague Ct
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne. , Salem, OR 97301 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne.
Salem, OR 97301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator Jon Kyl
U.S. Senate
730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Kyl,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Representative Jim Kolbe
U.S. House of Representatives
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Kolbe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave , Tucson, AZ 85748 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator John McCain
U.S. Senate
241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator McCain,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Ryan Stucki
547 S. Vermilion Cliffs Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne. , Salem, OR 97301 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne.
Salem, OR 97301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne. , Salem, OR 97301 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne.
Salem, OR 97301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne. , Salem, OR 97301 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator Gordon Smith
U.S. Senate
404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Smith,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne.
Salem, OR 97301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne. , Salem, OR 97301 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Senator Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
230 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Wyden,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne.
Salem, OR 97301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne. , Salem, OR 97301 

December 11, 2006   8:12 AM

Representative Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
2430 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Hooley,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Joseph Gray
923 Vinyard Ave. Ne.
Salem, OR 97301

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River , Farmington, MI 48335 

December 11, 2006   8:10 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River , Farmington, MI 48335 

December 11, 2006   8:10 AM

Representative Joe Knollenberg
U.S. House of Representatives
2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Knollenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River , Farmington, MI 48335 

December 11, 2006   8:10 AM

Senator Carl Levin
U.S. Senate
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Levin,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River , Farmington, MI 48335 

December 11, 2006   8:10 AM

Senator Debbie Stabenow
U.S. Senate
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Stabenow,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River , Farmington, MI 48335 

December 11, 2006   8:10 AM

Representative Joe Knollenberg
U.S. House of Representatives
2349 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Knollenberg,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Andrew Johnston
33914 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive , Cantonment, FL 32533 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive
Cantonment, FL 32533

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd , Standish, ME 04084 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd
Standish, ME 04084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd , Standish, ME 04084 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Tom Allen
U.S. House of Representatives
1127 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd
Standish, ME 04084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd , Standish, ME 04084 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd
Standish, ME 04084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive , Cantonment, FL 32533 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Jeff Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
324 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive
Cantonment, FL 32533

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive , Cantonment, FL 32533 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive
Cantonment, FL 32533

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive , Cantonment, FL 32533 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive
Cantonment, FL 32533

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive , Cantonment, FL 32533 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Jeff Miller
U.S. House of Representatives
324 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Miller,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Larry Strain
1729 Condor Drive
Cantonment, FL 32533

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd , Standish, ME 04084 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
461 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Collins,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd
Standish, ME 04084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd , Standish, ME 04084 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Senator Olympia Snowe
U.S. Senate
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Snowe,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd
Standish, ME 04084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd , Standish, ME 04084 

December 11, 2006   8:05 AM

Representative Tom Allen
U.S. House of Representatives
1127 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Allen,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
Scott O'Donnell
278 Whites Bridge Rd
Standish, ME 04084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael woodgates
6891 scott st , hollywood, FL 33024 

December 11, 2006   8:04 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael woodgates
6891 scott st
hollywood, FL 33024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael woodgates
6891 scott st , hollywood, FL 33024 

December 11, 2006   8:04 AM

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senate
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Nelson,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael woodgates
6891 scott st
hollywood, FL 33024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael woodgates
6891 scott st , hollywood, FL 33024 

December 11, 2006   8:04 AM

Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz
U.S. House of Representatives
118 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Wasserman Schultz,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael woodgates
6891 scott st
hollywood, FL 33024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

michael woodgates
6891 scott st , hollywood, FL 33024 

December 11, 2006   8:04 AM

Senator Mel Martinez
United States Senate
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Martinez,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
michael woodgates
6891 scott st
hollywood, FL 33024

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Bergamo
2869 Lafayette Rd. , Lafayette, NY 13084 

December 11, 2006   8:02 AM

Senator Hillary Clinton
U.S. Senate
476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Clinton,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Bergamo
2869 Lafayette Rd.
Lafayette, NY 13084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Bergamo
2869 Lafayette Rd. , Lafayette, NY 13084 

December 11, 2006   8:02 AM

Representative James Walsh
U.S. House of Representatives
2369 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Representative Walsh,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Bergamo
2869 Lafayette Rd.
Lafayette, NY 13084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission



413-585-8904

William Bergamo
2869 Lafayette Rd. , Lafayette, NY 13084 

December 11, 2006   8:02 AM

Senator Charles Schumer
U.S. Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0001

Subject: Blow the Whistle on FCC Ethics Scandal

Dear Senator Schumer,

The FCC is currently reviewing a proposed merger between AT&T and BellSouth, a 
multibillion-dollar deal that would constitute the largest merger in the history of U.S. 
telecommunications. The FCC's responsibility to impose conditions on a merger of this size is 
critically important to protect consumers. 

Good-faith negotiations on the conditions of this merger have been ongoing. A central issue has 
been whether AT&T will honor Net Neutrality -- a principle strongly supported by the public 
that prevents Internet service providers from discriminating between Web sites or impairing their 
customers' access to content produced by competitors. This is a reasonable condition that puts a 
clear check on the market power of this network giant. 

Commissioner Robert McDowell, a recent arrival at the FCC, has properly recused himself 
from the proceeding, citing conflicts of interest because his former employer has a major stake 
in its outcome.  We applaud his ethical stance, which demonstrates a commitment to forthright 
public service. 

With the four remaining FCC Commissioners evenly split on the merger conditions, rather than 
engage in a good-faith compromise, AT&T has pushed FCC Chairman Kevin Martin to take an 
extraordinary and troubling step -- "un-recuse" Commissioner McDowell and force him to vote 
on the merger. Forcing Commissioner McDowell to cast the deciding vote would be an 
unprecedented affront to the public's demand for ethical and impartial policymaking. With the 
future of the Internet and other communications at stake, the public interest cannot be served by 
agencies that seek to actively override previously-admitted conflicts of interest. 

In a recent letter to FCC Chairman Martin, Representatives John Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Edward Markey (D-Mass.) have asked that the merger be handled "without compromising the 
ethical standards of the independent agency or the individual Commissioners involved." 
Incoming Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye has echoed the sentiment in a 
letter of his own: "I hope you will reconsider your decision to waive the ethical rules presently 



precluding Commissioner McDowell's participation and return to serious negotiations with your 
colleagues at the Commission. These rules and the rules of professional responsibility in general 
exist for a reason and should not be tossed away lightly." 

Big issues like the future of the Internet are at stake, and there are clear ethical lines that 
Commissioner McDowell has respected. As members of the public, we ask that Congress hold 
Chairman Martin to the same standard.

Sincerely,
William Bergamo
2869 Lafayette Rd.
Lafayette, NY 13084

cc: 
Federal Communications Commission
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